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Dear A&S Alumni & Friends:

As you receive this issue of Ampersand, the 
fall semester is well under way, and once again 
we have a record number of students—more than 
4,700, in fact—enrolled in the College of Arts & 
Sciences.  

A good portion of this issue is devoted to 
acknowledging our major contributors, which 
I believe underscores the importance of private 
giving to the College’s current and future success.  
The College of Arts and Sciences continues to be a 
source of excellence at UK. We have an outstand-
ing faculty, and our students can compete with the 
best anywhere.  But our faculty and students can-
not excel without the help of our generous alumni 
and friends.  As you read about the students 
featured on pp. x-x, consider that almost every 
student profiled receives some form of assistance 
from the College.

I want to bring your attention to sev-
eral significant new gifts to the College.  An 
anonymous gift of $250,000, which will be 
doubled by the Commonwealth of Kentucky’s 
Research Challenge Trust Fund, launches 
our campaign to build a new observatory on 
campus.  The observatory will be a tremendous 
instructional asset for basic astronomy courses, 
create student research opportunities and will also 
benefit the greater UK and Lexington communi-

ties. The anonymous gift is further bolstered by a 
$25,000 pledge from Dr. Mona Hagyard (BS, ’56, 
MS, ’60 and PhD, ’67, all in physics) and a $25,000 
gift from the Huffaker Family Foundation (Milt 
Huffaker, BS, physics, ’57), plus a $398,000 invest-
ment by the College.

I am particularly excited about a planned gift 
from the family of Allen W. Bush (BA, sociology, 
’73).  The Bush-Holbrook Endowment will fund 
the endowed Bush-Holbrook Chair in English as 
well as a named endowed graduate fellowship and 
a named endowed undergraduate scholarship in 
Arts & Sciences.  Allen Bush and his sister, Nancy 
Bush, both of Louisville, will create these funds 
through the estates of their parents, George A. 
Bush, Jr., and Mary Blackburn Bush.  Mr. Bush was 
a real estate developer in the Louisville area. 

The College’s success in fundraising is due 
in large part to the work of our talented advance-
ment staff, which includes Mimi Ward, Kim 
Kluemper, Kathryn Brinson and Nancy Smith.  
Congratulations to the staff for winning the 
CASE-KY 2004 Grand Award for Audio-Visual 
Communications for the holiday alumni Flash 
email featuring historic, wintertime shots of the 
UK campus.  Our A&S website (www.as.uky.edu) 
has links to both the 2004 and 2005 flash emails 
for you to view.  Please contact us with your email 
address if you want to receive the upcoming 2006 
version.

As I write this, the advancement staff is hard 
at work planning the 3rd annual A&S Hall of Fame 
Induction & Scholarship Weekend.  I hope you will 
join us for the festivities, which begin on Thursday, 
Nov. 2, when alumna Ashley Judd discuses her 
work as a global ambassador for YouthAIDS during 
the annual Blazer Lecture in the Humanities.  

The following evening, we induct four new 
members into the A&S Hall of Fame:  human rights 
advocate and lawyer Stephen Bright (BA, politi-
cal science,’71; JD, ‘75); former college president 
and higher education leader Constantine “Deno” 
Curris (BA, political science, ‘62; PhD, education, 
‘67); North Carolina Lieutenant Governor Beverly 
Perdue (BA, history, ‘69); and former pro football 
great Art Still (BGS, general studies, ‘80).  The 
weekend concludes with Saturday’s Homecoming 
celebration (UK vs. Georgia), including a tailgate 
for A&S alumni.  For more information about these 
events, visit the College’s website, or phone Nancy 
Smith at (859) 257-8124.

Thanks again to all of you for your gener-
ous support of the College.  I hope to see you in 
November.

Sincerely,

Steven L. Hoch

Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Steven-hoch@uky.edu

www.as.uky.edu

Message from the Dean



Geography, German major      
is a student of the world

Senior Robin Michler’s life has been shaped by 
two passions:  his love of travel and the environ-
ment.  Fittingly, he is majoring in both German and 
geography, with a minor in Judaic Studies, and he 
has managed to study abroad for almost half of his 
undergraduate career.  

Michler first traveled abroad as a senior at 
Henry Clay High School in Lexington, spending a 
year in Munich, Germany, through Rotary Youth 
Exchange.  He returned to Germany a few years later 
as a recipient of UK’s Heidelberg Scholarship.  

Michler considers geography to be his primary 
major because it provides him a way to integrate his 
personal and academic interests.  “I like the way 
[geography] connects space with people and the 
environment with people,” he says. “I’m an environ-
mentalist, and I like the way you learn to see how 
people interact with where they live.”  

The seeds of Michler’s environmentalism are 
obvious—his family has operated Michler Florist & 
Greenhouses on Maxwell Street near the UK campus 
since 1901. The business was started by his great-
great-grandfather, Karl Michler.  Today, it is run by 
Robin’s parents, John and Claudia, and his grand-
father Karl.  Grandmother Jean also worked in the 
business as a floral designer for weddings, and she 
is frequently coaxed out of retirement for a friend or 
favorite client.

Michler essentially grew up in the florist shop 
and was first placed on the payroll when he was in 
ninth grade.  He has an easy way with plants, iden-
tifying them or providing advice about their care 
without hesitation.  The tell-tale dirt underneath his 
fingernails is evidence of the landscaping work he 
does during summer breaks.

In August of this year, Michler traveled to 
Israel for intensive Hebrew language courses. This 
fall, he began studying at Ben Gurion University in 
Be’er-Sheva, where he is conducting research for 
his senior Honors Program paper.  He plans to write 
about issues of immigrant resistance to assimilation, 
a topic inspired by recent immigrant families he met 
while studying in Heidelberg.
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Like many locally-reared students, Michler 
chose UK because it made sense financially.  
However, it is clear from talking to him that stay-
ing home for college has not diminished his ho-
rizons.  Academically, Michler has enjoyed the 
broad range of literature he has been exposed to 
through the Honors Program curriculum.  

He also praises the support the university 
has provided in helping him study abroad.  In ad-
dition to the UK Heidelberg Scholarship, he has 
pieced together much of the funding needed for 
his trip to Israel through the Office of International 
Affairs and other groups on campus.

When he returns from Israel, Michler looks 
forward to completing his degree and becoming 
fluent in Spanish.  Beyond that, he is less sure 
about which career path he will follow, content 
to remain open to possibilities as they unfold.  

It is possible that one day Michler or one 
of his siblings--his brother Daniel, who will en-
roll in UK next fall, or his sister Jessamine--may 
take over the family business. Graduate school 
seems likely, but he isn’t willing to commit to an 
academic path just yet. “I don’t like to say one 
way or another,” he says.  “That sort of closes 

Psychology senior dreams 
of career on Broadway

Like many bright students who excel in the sciences, 
psychology major Brandon Hagan came to UK intending 
to prepare for medical school.  The Louisville native fin-
ished all of his pre-med classes while maintaining nearly 
a 4.0 grade point average.  Then, he realized that his pas-
sion lay elsewhere.  

“I kind of figured out that science and the whole 
pre-med thing just wasn’t my thing,” Hagan says.  “I like 
singing and I like music and I like theater.” 

Now a senior, Hagan has changed his major from 
pre-med to psychology, a subject that has interested 
him since high school.  He has also become more serious 
about acting and is enrolled in two theater classes this 
fall.  This summer he appeared in a local production of 
Godspell produced by Studio Players and Paragon Music 
Theatre.  

“Working on Godspell has been one of the most 
interesting projects I have ever worked on,” he says. 
“There are so many talented cast members and everyone 
brings something different to the table. That’s what I like 
about theater.”

It isn’t surprising that Hagan might feel comfortable 
in front of a crowd.  His father, Christopher, is a minister 
at Second Baptist Church in Owenton, Ky., and his mother, 

Betsy, and sister, Kristin, both sing in the church choir.  
Hagan himself has been in the choir since middle school.

Hagan grew up as a Wildcat fan and always planned 
to attend UK, and he says his college experience has more 
than lived up to expectations.  He has high praise for his 
UK professors, particularly Director of General Chemistry 
Kim Woodrum.  “She was so influential,” Hagan says.  
“She would drop everything she was doing to help.”  
He also praises Physics Professor Keith MacAdam (“He’s 
exceptional.”).  His favorite class has been “Brain and 
Behavior,” taught by Associate Professor of Psychology 
Mark Fillmore.  

Hagan has worked on campus while at UK, first as a 
resident advisor in Holmes Hall, then as an assistant hall 
director at Wildcat Lodge, which is home to the UK men’s 
basketball program.  He recommends residence life for 
students who want to get involved on campus.  “I love 
residence life,” Hagan says.  “I met so many people.”  

After graduation this spring, Hagan plans to attend 
graduate school somewhere in the Northeast, where he 
will be closer to the bright lights and performance op-
portunities of New York City.  He is interested in gradu-
ate programs in psychology and theater at New York 
University, as well as Syracuse University’s program in 
television, radio and film.  

In ten years, he hopes to be working on Broadway 
or in Hollywood.  “I know it’s a long shot,” he acknowl-
edges.  “But I’m following my dream.”
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Ms. Brown goes to 
Washington

During the spring 2006 semester, political sci-
ence senior Jamie Brown did what only one other 
UK student has ever done:  she worked as a U.S. 
Supreme Court intern.  The Supreme Court intern-
ship is arguably one of the most prestigious student 
jobs in the country in any field, and it had been 
more than 30 years since the previous UK student, 
Catherine LaFleche (BA, political science, ’76), held 
the position. 

Despite her recent achievements, however, 
Brown is the first to admit that she wasn’t always 
the obvious candidate for such an honor.  A self-
described “B” student at Louisville’s Eastern High 
School, Brown spent much of her free time work-
ing to save money for college and was seen by her 
classmates as more socialite than scholar.

That changed when she took an AP political sci-
ence course taught by an enthusiastic teacher, Lynda 
Puccetti.  Something clicked.  “That was the first 
class where I said, ‘I like school’,” Brown recalls. 

Brown enrolled at UK as a political science 
major, taking as many major courses as she could, 

including “Civil Liberties” and “Judicial Process.”  
After a summer in Washington, D.C., working as an 
intern for U.S. Representative Anne Northup, Brown 
knew she wanted to return to the nation’s capital. 

“You’re in an environment where every day 
John McCain is walking down the hall,” she says.  
Brown also enjoyed getting to know the other stu-
dents drawn to the high-powered environment. 
“Everyone was like me—professional, career-ori-
ented,” she says.

The Supreme Court internship seemed like a 
long shot, since there are only six openings each 
year, so Brown applied for other opportunities.  In 
fact, she was on her way to mail her acceptance for a 
White House internship when she got the call from 
the Supreme Court.  

She credits Professor Brad Canon and Assistant 
Professor Kirk Randazzo in political science, Alison 
Tabor, an instructor in the College of Education, and 
Carolyn S. Bratt, the W. L. Matthews Professor in 
the College of Law, for helping her with recommen-
dations and mock interviews.  

Brown’s semester at the Supreme Court co-
incided with the investiture of Associate Justice 
Samuel Alito, and she assisted with the behind-

the-scenes work for a reception in his honor that 
included just about everyone of importance in 
Washington.  She also met with foreign dignitaries, 
including members of the Israeli Supreme Court, 
Iraqi judges and lawyers from Syria.   

Most importantly, Brown experienced up-close 
what few Americans ever see:  the oral arguments 
of the highest court in the land.  She attended every 
oral argument during her tenure, witnessing cases in-
volving the death penalty, the rights of criminals and 
Hamdan v. Rumsfeld, a high-profile case that consid-
ered the constitutionality of military tribunals.  

She talks about the experience like the sea-
soned Court watcher she has become, explaining 
that by the time a case comes before the Supreme 
Court, the facts already have been determined, so 
there is no question of what happened, only how 
the law was applied.

“Instead of lawyers making cases, the justices 
ask questions,” Brown says.  “It’s an interrogation 
the whole time.  The justices have read the cases 
and know what the lawyers are going to try to advo-
cate.  The cases can go from A to Z really fast.”

After each argument, Brown and her fellow 
intern, a recent graduate from the University of 
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It was love at first sight for 
New York native

Marissa Cunningham applied to UK on a 
whim, but the decision has ended up being one of 
the best of her life.  

A native of Buchanan, in Westchester 
County, New York, just outside of New York City, 
Cunningham first heard about UK from a friend 
whose cousin had attended UK.  She and her par-
ents decided to make the 12-hour trip to Lexington 
to visit the campus.  It was love at first sight for the 
prospective classics major.

“I took my trip down around the beginning 
of April,” she recalls.  “Everything was in bloom 
and gorgeous.  I fell in love with the campus.”  
Cunningham, who has been interested in mythol-
ogy since she first studied it in fifth grade, adds that 
it didn’t hurt that UK has an outstanding classics 
department.

Cunningham and her parents were also im-
pressed when the student who gave them a tour of 
campus told them that UK offered all of the benefits 
of a major research university with the personal at-

tention of a much smaller institution.  Nearly four 
years later, Cunningham’s own experience confirms 
this:  “I never felt I was a number,” she says.

Cunningham, who is a first-generation college 
student, says her mother instilled in her the desire 
to get an education, while her father passed down 
his dedication to hard work.  She is also a passion-
ate learner who speaks enthusiastically about her 
UK professors.  Her favorites include Associate 
Professor of History Daniel Gargola for his great 
storytelling ability and Bruce Holle, a lecturer in 
history who inspired her to work to not only please 
him, but to please herself.  “I have worked harder 
for his classes than I’ve ever worked before,” she 
says.

Outside of class, Cunningham works as a tutor 
at the Center for Academic and Tutorial Center 
(CATS), an academic support center for UK’s 
student athletes located in Memorial Coliseum.  
Cunningham says she is inspired by the athletes. 
“They are single-handedly the hardest working stu-
dents on campus,” she says.  “I have a lot of respect 
for them.”

Despite a relatively cosmopolitan upbringing, 

Cunningham says UK has been a great preparation 
for the bigger world and has exposed her to diversity 
she had never encountered before.  “UK has its own 
diversity,” she says, referring in part to the many 
students with small town and rural backgrounds on 
campus, as well as the many international students 
and those from more metropolitan areas within 
the state.  “You get so many different viewpoints.  
That’s what the real world is.” 

After graduating this December, Cunningham 
plans to begin law school, most likely in New York, 
and hopes to practice real estate or corporate law.  As 
she contemplates leaving Lexington, Cunningham 
sounds almost nostalgic about the place and the 
people she has come to love.  “I couldn’t ask for 
a better experience or better training,” she says. “I 
feel so prepared to achieve anything because of my 
experience at UK.”
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All-American diver 
prepares to defend NCAA 
crown

Last March, while many UK fans were obsess-
ing over the ups and downs of the men’s basketball 
team, sociology senior Taryn Ignacio was making 
school history by winning an NCAA champion-
ship in platform diving.  Ignacio, an All-American 
in platform and one-meter diving, is UK’s first-ever 
National Champion in the platform diving event.  
But the Richmond, Ky., native almost didn’t be-
come a Wildcat.  

At a young age, Ignacio displayed all the mark-
ings of a champion diver.  She began swimming 
at the age of six and was jumping off the 33-foot 
platform by the time she was 14.  As an 11-year-old 
on a local country club diving team, she showed 
such promise that her coach, Tim Cahill, who later 
coached her at Richmond’s Model Laboratory High 
School, suggested she begin working with UK 
Diving Coach Mike Lyden.

Because Lyden, an eight-time SEC Diving 
Coach of the Year, had worked with Ignacio through 
her high school career, it made sense that she would 

look nationally for a college where she could further 
develop her talent while earning a degree.  After 
visiting several schools, she accepted a scholarship 
at Florida State University.  However, she quickly 
discovered that her new coach’s style didn’t match her 
own and that being so far from home was difficult.

Although Ignacio doesn’t regret the year she 
spent in Tallahassee (“I think it was good that I got 
away for a year to see what it was like.”), the de-
cision to come home paid off almost immediately.  
After her first season at UK, Ignacio was named 
SEC Women’s Diver of the Year after winning the 
2005 SEC Championship in both the one-meter and 
platform diving events.  In 2006, she repeated the 
championship in platform diving, becoming the 
only UK female diver to successfully defend her 
title in the SEC.

As a diver, Ignacio’s biggest challenge is to 
minimize the expectations and pressures that come 
with success.  Out of the pool, however, her biggest 
challenge is time management.  Three days a week, 
her day begins while most students are still hitting 
the snooze button on their alarms, with team strength 
and conditioning exercises and “wake-up” dives.  

Ignacio lives off campus, so she tries to sched-
ule classes before a second, lengthier afternoon 

practice and uses breaks in the day to do homework 
or study.  She admits that it is difficult to find the 
energy to remain completely focused during prac-
tice, and then to do the same thing in class.  “I feel 
like I am tired all the time,” she says.  

Ignacio’s goal for her final year of eligibility at 
UK is to have fun, but she has a few big decisions 
looming.  She is scheduled to graduate in late 2007, 
and the thought of leaving the pool behind for a real 
job in sports management or pharmaceutical sales 
appeals to her.  “I don’t want to be diving when I’m 
40,” she laughs.

However, the 2008 Olympics may keep her in 
the water a bit longer.  Ignacio made it to the finals 
of the 2004 Olympic trials in St. Louis, finishing 
11th overall (she was in seventh place after the 
preliminaries, then jarred her shoulder in a minor 
car wreck).  Although her eligibility will end after 
this season, Lyden has invited her to continue train-
ing with the team as a graduate student so she can 
prepare for the trials.

For now, Ignacio is focused on her final year of 
diving as a Wildcat and in trying to beat her own scores, 
not an easy feat for an NCAA champion.  “Worry about 
doing your best,” she says.  “As long as you try and 
give 110 percent, you can’t be disappointed.”  
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Anthropologist receives 
international attention 
for campaign to return 
stolen cultural artifacts

Monica Udvardy, an associate professor 
of anthropology, is receiving international 
media attention for her efforts to return cul-
tural artifacts stolen from Kenya.

In 1985, Udvardy was in Kenya studying 
the Mijikenda people when she met Kalume 
Mwakiru .  Mwakiru had spent a year’s worth 
of savings to have two vigango (statues) 
erected to honor his late brothers.  Vigango 
are central to Mijikenda culture, holding great 
religious meaning and significance.  Udvardy 
snapped a photo of Mwakiru standing by the 
statues, but when she returned a month later 
to give him a copy of the photo, the statues 
had been stolen. 

Twenty years later Udvardy has found 
the stolen vigango.  One resides at Illinois 
State Museum in Springfield, Ill., the other 
at Hampton University Museum in Virginia.  
Both were traced to a single art dealer in Los 
Angeles.  During her search, Udvardy and 
her collaborator, Dr. Linda Giles, have found 
almost 400 vigango in the United States, 
where the statues are being sold for up to 
$5,000 a piece. 

The Kenyan government has asked 
that the two statues be returned to the fam-
ily.  Illinois State Museum, which has a total 
of 38 vigango, is ready to comply. Hampton 
University, which has a collection of 99 vigan-
go, has not made a decision yet.  The statue 
in Illinois is in the works to be returned to its 
family later this summer. 

Udvardy’s discovery has received inter-
national attention as one example of the wide-

left: Monica Udvardy with a Mijikenda widow.  



2006 Graduation
The liberal arts teach us not to be one-time apprentices but lifelong 

learners.  They teach us to scrutinize and question, to examine the multiple 
dimensions of every problem from multiple perspectives.  They teach us to 
dream and to challenge, with the understanding that the noun success will 
come as a natural corollary and consequence of these two verbs.

I think that in order to successfully eliminate its so-called “uglies,” 
Kentucky needs a generation of intellectual leaders, of people educated to 
think critically, inclined to ask questions rather than trained to memorize 
answers, to solve problems rather than perform tasks.  As the graduating 
class of the College of Arts & Sciences at the University of Kentucky, you 
have the opportunity to provide that intellectual leadership, to challenge 
the way that people live and think and ultimately realize the dream of el-
evating the quality of life for all Kentuckians.  

– A&S Student of the Year Yuriy Bronshteyn addressing fellow gradu-
ates at the 2006 A&S Recognition Ceremony at Rupp Arena.  
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Top: Professor Udvardy with Kadzo Mwakiru, the widow of Kalume Mwakiru, who died in 1987, 

and his nephew, Festus.  Bottom: Monica Udvardy interviewing Mijikenda people about the theft 

of their memorial statues in Gede, Kenya.  

spread problem of looting cultural artifacts from the non-Western world.  
The Associated Press, UPI, the New York Times, Christian Science Monitor, 
International Herald Tribune and San Francisco Chronicle have all covered 
the story, as have the BBC World Service and National Public Radio.



Language teachers learn techniques in the 
classroom

Fifteen language teachers representing five 
counties came to UK in June to be immersed in pro-
fessional development and training during a week 
full of educational sessions, networking and inter-
action with children at local elementary schools.

The  Department of Modern and Classical 
Languages received a $143,000 grant to address 
the critical shortage of highly-qualified world lan-
guage teachers in Kentucky’s primary and second-
ary schools.  The grant is directed by the Kentucky 
Council on Postsecondary Education and supported 
by federal “No Child Left Behind” funds.

“The importance of learning languages in 
primary and secondary school is gaining in-
creasing attention at the state level,” said Mark 
Lauersdorf, associate professor of languages and 
linguistics and director of language technology 
at UK.  “Kentucky and the nation are in need of 
putting an emphasis on language at all levels.” 

$1.8 million NSF grant supports outreach in 
Bath, Powell counties

UK has received a more than $1.8 million 
National Science Foundation grant to enrich math-
ematical skills and the depth of content knowledge 
of middle and high school students in Bath and 
Powell counties.  The grant, known as Algebra 
Cubed, will fund 10 science, math or engineering 
graduate students (fellows) each year for three years 
as math specialists in the counties as well as 10 
teachers who will serve as mentors to the fellows.

“The fellows will work with teachers to intro-
duce new ways of understanding mathematics and 
its usefulness to the students,” said Richard Millman, 
professor in the Department of Mathematics and prin-
cipal investigator of the grant.  “The fellows will also 
learn teaching skills first hand from the mentors.”

Bath and Powell counties were chosen for the 
grant because of their low percentage of high school 
graduates that go on to earn bachelor’s degrees and 
the quality and desire of teachers and administrators 
for improved mathematics learning in the schools.  
The counties fall behind Kentucky’s high school 
graduation rate, which was 74 percent in 2000 with 
17 percent earning a bachelor’s degree.

“Kentucky ranks third in the U.S. in need 
of rural education attention and improvement,” 
Millman said. “Algebra is a subject that enables 
students to succeed or can limit their career ho-
rizons.  Through the partnership of schools and 
the university, Algebra Cubed will excite students 
about mathematics and its applications and will 
open further opportunities for them.” – Jennifer Allen 

 

Two Grants Support Teacher Education in Kentucky Edwards’ novel tops 
NYT bestseller list

UK writing instructor Kim Edwards’ first 
novel, The Memory Keeper’s Daughter, made 
headlines this summer when it appeared on or 
near the top of the country’s major best seller 
lists.  The book reached the #1 position of the 
New York Times paperback fiction best seller 
list and also appeared at or near the top of lists 
compiled by Amazon.com, Barnes and Noble, 
Publisher’s Weekly, Book Sense and USA Today, 
among others.

“UK’s English department has a long and 
distinguished literary tradition, but the success 
of Ms. Edwards’ novel is truly unprecedented,” 
said Arts and Sciences Dean Steven Hoch.  “Her 
achievement is a source of great pride for all of 
us in the College.”

The Memory Keeper’s Daughter explores 
the aftermath of a doctor father’s decision to 
secretly give away a child born with Down syn-
drome.  The book was originally published in 
hardcover in June 2005 to excellent reviews.  

Ms. Edwards’ first book, a collection of 
short stories titled The Secrets of a Fire King, 
was published in 1997 and short-listed for the 
PEN/Hemingway Award.  Ms. Edwards is also 
the recipient of both the Whiting Award and 
the Nelson Algren Award.  
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Title
Creative writing students find their own 

Walden Pond in Robinson Forest 

by xxx

A SENSE OF PLACE   FEATURES

For one month each summer, partici-
pants in UK’s Summer Environmental Writing 
Program (SEWP) glimpse what Thoreau must 
have found at Walden Pond:  the luxury of 
reading, writing, thinking and wandering in a 
pristine, natural setting.  

In this case, the setting is the Robinson 
Forest, a nearly 15,000 acre tract of land in 
southeastern Kentucky that was deeded to UK 
in 1932 by E. O. Robinson and which is man-
aged by UK’s forestry department for research, 
teaching and extension purposes.  There, under 
the guidance of faculty and naturalists, students 
spend their days (and nights) reading and dis-
cussing environmental writing and receiving 
hands-on instruction in the flora and fauna of 
the forest.    

According to Randall Roorda, a UK profes-
sor of English who founded and co-directs the 
program, it is this blending of literature and 
science that makes SEWP a unique academic 
program.  Roorda compares SEWP (pronounced 
“soup” by students and faculty alike) to a study 
abroad program located only two hours away 
from home.  “It’s like going to another place 
altogether,” he says.  

The students, most of whom are English 
majors, live in renovated WPA-era cabins.  
They eat meals family-style and take turns 
cooking, doing the dishes and handling other 
chores.  Days are spent reading essays by great 
environmental writers including Annie Dillard, 
E. O. Wilson and Barbara Kingsolver.  

The students take guided field trips 
within the forest and beyond, such as a three-
day camping excursion featuring a canoe trip 
down the Big South Fork of the Cumberland 
River. Visiting experts include UK faculty from 
biology, forestry, geology, sociology, communi-
cations and creative writing, as well as David 
Orr, a prominent environmental writer and 
educator from Oberlin College, and filmmakers 
from Appalshop, the Appalachian media arts 
workshop based in Whitesburg, Ky.   

SEWP students earn six credit hours in 
two courses.  Although the courses are fully 
integrated, the first course is an advanced, ex-
periential study of the Robinson Forest.  The 
second course requires students to prepare a 
creative writing project, such as poetry, short 
fiction, a personal essay or a journalistic piece, 
inspired by their experiences in the forest.  

Below are excerpts of the students’ works-
in-progress from the 2006 SEWP.  For additional 
selections or to learn more about the program, 
readers may visit www.uky.edu/AS/English/
courses/sewp.
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A typical day in the forest:  Chatting with 
Bobbie Ann Mason, followed by seining the 
creek (intro to photos)

On an overcast day in mid-July, a dozen stu-
dents spent the morning underneath the front porch 
of the Lireodendron cabin (named for the tulip 
poplar, the straightest tree found in the Robinson 
Forest).  Erik Reece, SEWP co-director and lecturer 
and writer-in-residence at UK, read the James Still 
poem “Heritage” to the students during a discus-
sion about mountaintop removal.  Reece is also the 
author of Lost Mountain: A Year in the Vanishing 
Wilderness, which documents the effects of strip-
mining in Eastern Kentucky.

UK Writer-in-Residence Bobbie Ann Mason 
(BA, English, ’62), who had arrived the previous 
evening to read from her new book of stories, Nancy 
Culpepper, answered questions from the group 
about the differences between writing fiction and 
nonfiction and how she came to be published in The 
New Yorker.

That afternoon, Associate Professor of Biology 
Jim Krupa gave a mini-lecture on the fishes and 
moths of the Robinson Forest, then tutored the 
students in the fine art of “seining the creek” by 
using a large, rectangular net fitted with wooden 
poles on two ends, called a seine, to catch fish in 
the nearby Buckhorn and Clemons creeks.  Krupa 
shared his collection of moth specimens, including 
the ghostly-green tinted Luna moth, in preparation 
for a moth-catching expedition that evening. 



4th of July Journal Entry
by Nick Kidd, Senior English major from Louisville, Ky.

It has started raining in the holler.  Thin sheets of water 

fall toward us, coloring the sky grayish-white.  Hail clashes 

against the aluminum garbage cans behind me.  It’s America’s 

birthday, and the skies are alight at 6:00.  Hills grumble and 

crack in the distance.  

Before the storm arrived, the trees were bending and 

swaying all around.  Now they have steadied inside it.  

Lightning strikes nearby, lighting the sky and earth in 

brief white flashes.  

I sit on the porch with friends.  

The downpour says “Shhhhh!” 

A blur of cream sky stretches on as far as I can see, 

turning the green treetops dull.  The furthest ridgeline is seen 

only by the outline of its canopy.  

From the mountain, trails of dark gray appear as if ex-

haled by the forest.  They pass to my left in slow packs, close 

enough to appear projected against the sky.  

Now the rain is slowing but the sky still flashes.  The hills 

sound grumpy as they release painful moans.  I imagine rock 

formations bursting forth from them. 

We sit sheltered, dry, quiet.  

The trees stand devout, resting, happy.

What does the earth want us to know on our 

Independence Day?  

The rain slows to a trickle.  

Birds re-appear; a thrush sings.  

Thunder still rattles in the distance.  Lightning flashes.

A cat trots spryly before us, pausing, taking us in.  

A small mosquito flies across my sight.

A male cardinal finds a branch worth landing on.

Someone hums “America the Beautiful.”

Essay excerpt 
by Emily Jones, Junior French major from Lexington, Ky.

The funny thing is, you can predict the rise and fall of 

nations better than you can predict the weather.  There cer-

tainly was no mention of storms on the weather this morning, 

but here I am, rain drops the size of pearl onions somehow 

reaching every part of me. The trail sounds like an artillery 

range, with overlapping slide-whistle descents of each mas-

sive drop followed by the splat-crash of water on leaf.  The 

trees shudder, especially the big-leaf magnolias, who get more 

than their share on sun-snatching leaves the size of baseball 

pennants.  I start to skip, and water flings in all directions. I 

feel like a child myself.  My hair is plastered to my head, and 

there is no action that can keep it out of my face, so I give 

up, then like it. 

Something hits me on the shoulder.  It is firm, and I 

turn my face to examine. I get hit again, this time on the 

forehead, and squeal out loud.  Am I under attack?  I look to 

the sky just in time to get hit on the chin, and a flash of anger 

floods me until I realize what is happening.  Coin-sized balls of 

hail are falling as regularly as the rain.  I am being pummeled 

by overflow from God’s change purse.  The revelation is so 

shocking, I double over in uncontrollable laughter.  Nothing 

has ever been so funny.  I guess nature knows that at the root 

of all comedy is surprise.  It worked on me.
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Poem from short story
by Julie Norvell, Senior English major from Lexington, Ky.

Streams of shadows chase each other

through wet leaves on the forest floor,

as my feet ramble on crackling sticks

and make the sound of colliding rocks

migrating down the creek bed.

At the top of the ridge,

looking down into waves of broccoli heads,

some red, yellow, orange—

good enough to eat with my eyes

and fill up until dinnertime,

when I can sit on my cabin porch

and contemplate where I’ve been 

and where I’ll go tomorrow.

If I didn’t have these trees to rest beneath,

I’d never find solace,

and the sounds that bind their divinity would vanish

with my view.

Excerpt from story written for middle-school children

by Megan Carrel, Junior English major from Cynthiana, Ky.

Annie ducks under the low branch of a maple sapling 

and steps into the forest. “We’re climbing straight to the top. 

Stick close.” Annie bets the only time Tyler has ever been this 

close to nature is when he watches the Discovery Channel. 

The forest stretches before them straight up the moun-

tainside. Underneath the leaf litter, the ground is soggy. Water 

seeps around Annie’s boots and makes her slip. She grabs the 

thin trunks of trees as she climbs.

“Watch out for hairy vines with shiny leaves,” she tells 

Tyler. “They’re poison ivy. They’ll give you an itchy red rash.” 

“Like this?” Tyler holds up a shiny leaf.

“Tyler! Don’t touch it!” Annie can’t believe what she’s 

seeing. “That’s how you get the rash!”

Tyler drops the leaf. 

The log of a fallen walnut tree blocks the path. Annie 

scrambles over it, the trap clattering against the wood. Pink 

fungus grows from the rotten wood like coral in the ocean.

“Can I eat this?” Tyler asks.

Annie turns around and sees a mushroom on the 

ground. It is white and soft, like a marshmallow. “Don’t you 

dare,” Annie says. “It’s called the Angel of Death.” 

Tyler stomps on the mushroom, squishing it into white 

mush under his boot.

Annie keeps climbing. A ravine off to her right is 

spanned by a fallen maple, forming a natural bridge for ani-

mals. Higher up, the ravine is an ephemeral stream, filled with 

water when it rains.   

Christmas ferns dot the ground. Annie can see the tiny 

boot shape on the bottom of each leaf. The ground is con-

cave, like a bowl full of trees.

Journal Entries
by Caitlin Bagley, Junior English major from Lexington, Ky.

June 30, 2006: The first fox!  A careful trot, knowing it’s 

being watched, steady now don’t look back, don’t let them 

know you know.  Just trot on.  Slink and trot on past the 

campfire.  The night is yours.  Forget those campers.

July 6, 2006: The fog is now moving in the opposite 

direction.  I think it follows the wind, though I can barely feel 
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it moving.  And that is fine, because it is still a chilly morning. 

Though the sun has risen higher, it is still not enough to fully 

heat this little patch of earth.

I love to watch the water’s reflection upon the leaves 

overhead.  Little bursts of sunlight reflect on top of the trees, 

and stay for only a moment as they pass on like clouds.  It is 

almost as beautiful as when shafts of sunlight shine through 

the fog drifting upwards and towards the sky.

Poem
by Matt Williams, Junior English major from Richmond, Ky.

i’d like the insight

of a star

perspective amplified wisdom

i’m but a fragment

a leaf cast aside by a 

grandfather tree

a nuance in the shell

of a turtle

there is knowledge in

the hill

rolling back down the ridge

to the stream

where we’re all

just pebbles

smoothed by its 

waters

we are soil

landscape

the compost of earth

resurrection

“An Incoming Storm”
by Chuck Clenney, Sophomore English and Japanese major 

from Cincinnati, Ohio

You watch trees sway

In whistling winds,

Swatting at flies,

Those unwanted friends.

It’s their world too.

They gotta do what they do.

A fly needs to eat

And something eats a fly:

An elaborate system

Of staying alive.

We depend on each other

To be the food of another.

We E-liminate

Pieces of the puzzle

Over-burning oil

When at the gas tank we guzzle.

Don’t be lazy, friend: ride a bike.

Turn off the TV, take a hike.

Re-associate

With the roots from which you grew.

Watch the storm crawl in

As the sky changes hue: dark blue.
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A-Pitter, A-Patter,

The rain falls fierce,

So incessantly soothing,

You could sleep for years.

Puddles form where they can

And ripples overlap,

As lightning cracks the sky.

Thunder moves to clap.

Dry earth is wet and replenished.

The cycle starts as soon as it’s finished.

Excerpt from final project
by Hannah Graham, University of Louisville junior majoring in 

English and biology from Shelbyville, Ky. 

This pool seems a perfect place to relax after a day of hik-

ing.  I aimed to reach the edge of the forest today.  I know this 

place is a biological island.  From the fire tower above camp, I 

have seen the abrupt ending of the forest, where the diversity of 

the mixed mesophytic forest is replaced by bare rock and recla-

mation sites overgrown with alien Autumn Olive and Lespediza, 

the scars of strip mining jobs. This morning, I walked down the 

road leading through camp and winding beside Clemons Fork 

deep into the woods, wanting to see something I hadn’t before.  

Eventually the path grew weedy; tire tracks and shoe prints dis-

appeared.  In the clearings I heard birds chattering, Carolina 

Wrens indifferent to me scrounging blackberries from brambles 

lining the path.  I wondered what wild animal eyes watched 

as this strange woman lumbered through their sanctuary.  Not 

stealthy like the bobcats and coyotes that reside in these hills, 

sticky and smelly with sweat, my heavy breathing and cracking 

footsteps echoed through the quiet.  I wanted to warn the ani-

mals that soon, their sanctuary will be changing.  It will become 

a work zone, a place for the harvesting of trees.

Journal Entry
by Vincent Elliott, Senior English major from Calgary, Alberta, 

Canada

DAY TWO:  When you get to the top of the ridge, hav-

ing followed the creekbed treacherously up, through crawling 

thorny vines, under the canopy of elephant-ear-sized magnolia 

leaves, you will find a peaceful top-place, where the hill stops 

climbing and with eternal patience sits in meditation. Find a leaf 

that grows close to the ground, green. It looks like a camel’s 

footprint. Catch up a handful of them, and roll them and crush 

them between your fingers. You will sense lemons and tea and 

root beer and honey. Hold the pulp to your nose, breathe in 

thoroughly, as deeply as if you were coming up for air, and 

fill your face with the sweet citrus. The sassafras leaves that 

evoke this aromatic voice are God’s apology for poison ivy. Put 

a few in your pocket—you’ll need them again when your de-

scent is dispirited by puddle-wetted socks, unsure footing, and 

multitudinous revenge-seeking insects (each one remembering 

countless ants under spiteful childhood magnifying glasses). 

Stop. Smell. Listen to the Carolina wren. Look past the looming 

magnolia. The sun is out.

From “Lost in Robinson Forest”
by Amy Hadley-Martin, Junior geography and political science 

major from Frankfort, Ky.

How many others want to escape to the wilderness, to 

get back to nature? I hear others talk of going to a beach or 

other vacation spot and never coming back, and this appeals to 

me as well. But what about the forest? How many would like 

to escape into a place that is basically unexplored, that shows 

little if any sign of human life? Granted, I can stand here among 

trees, shrubs, unseen animals and birds and feel a sense of sat-

isfaction, but how long could I survive here? The answer comes 

quickly: not one day. It’s easy to spend hours here, but I am 

a city girl, steeped in the conveniences of fast food, Kroger’s, 

the corner gas station—let’s not forget the gym, for which I 

have a membership I haven’t used in a year. Still, the absence of 

human life or a path to follow makes me feel more alive than 

I ever could in the community in which I live. There is a Godly 

presence in this forest when no one can be heard or seen, in 

which I stand alone. 

From “Recovering”
by Amy Woodrum, Sophomore English major from Versailles, Ky.

We watch a Blue Heron scope us out a few hundred yards 

ahead and then fly another few hundred feet out as we tread 

too closely. Our canoe clings to rocks when hitting the rapids 

and we nearly always have to jump out and give ourselves a 

push on down the river. I enjoy the fast rapids that don’t catch 

us; I navigate with intensity by forcing our canoe away from 

boulders with my paddle. At one point the heron we’ve been 

following rests on a rocky shore, a fish clutched in its beak. We 

paddle gently and then “ore-in,” creeping up on this magnifi-

cent creature that’s been taunting us all morning. A white-tailed 

deer stands thirty feet behind and off to the side of the heron. 

Vincent and I sit in our canoe, breathing softly so as not to 

disturb our fortunate view. Other canoes in our group paddle 

behind us: the deer dashes up the hillside and the heron spreads 

its wings. 

Excerpt from final project
by Ashley Beitz, Senior communications major, Burlington, Ky.

Brush scrapes the chestnut walls of the cabin as two silver 

eyes emerge from among hostas and lilies.  The outline of a 

nervous animal takes shape from the darkness—the dusty grey 

of a fox.  He steps cautiously from the shrubbery, ears pivoting 

to survey the yard.  I can see the reflection of his wet, coal-black 

nose.  He edges into the sliver of light reaching across the yard, 

turns and sniffs the air in my direction but gives no acknowl-

edgement of my presence. . . . 

Suddenly, as if remembering a task, he turns to leave.  I 

watch him vanish into the darkness, out of my world as quickly 

as he’d appeared.  I swat a moth and peer into the oily black 

night, a night belonging to the fox, moths, frogs and crickets 

of the forest.  It was only for a moment that the fox slipped 

through the triangle of porch light into the yard, my light inter-

rupting his dark, quiet world—a world in which for a moment, 

I did not exist.
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“We go to wilderness 
places to be restored, 
to be instructed in the 
natural economies of 
fertility and healing, 
to admire what we 
cannot make.  We go 
in order to return with 
renewed knowledge 
by which to judge the 
health of our human 
economy and our 
dwelling place.”

—Wendell Berry ’56, ’57
A&S Hall Fame member
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Push 
Toward the 
Future
New Hahn Professor sees 
the science of personality 
disorder entering a new 
dimension

“My work leans toward fundamental shifts in 
how we conceptualize and diagnose mental illness,” 
says Thomas A. Widiger, a professor of psychology 
and the new T. Marshall Hahn, Sr., Professor in the 
Social Sciences in the College of Arts and Sciences.  
As Widiger sees it, the change he advocates is a mat-
ter of improving the public health.

Widiger is heavily involved in work on a new 
version of the American Psychiatric Association’s 
(APA) influential Diagnostic and Statistical Manual 
of Mental Disorders (DSM)--the bible of psychiatric 
classification—after having served as research coor-
dinator overseeing data collection and field trials for 
the current DSM.  

However, Widiger, who is regarded as one of 
the nation’s leading authorities on the classification 
of personality disorders, thinks it’s time to consider 
significant and often controversial changes he be-
lieves will move the field forward.  “The current 
method of diagnosis isn’t working,” he says, “espe-
cially when it comes to personality disorders. The 
major concern is with the validity of the diagnostic 
categories themselves.” 

The diagnostic categories of the APA’s manual 
were developed in the spirit of a traditional medical 
model that considers mental disorders to be quali-
tatively distinct conditions, much like physical ail-
ments that we’re told we either have or don’t have.  
Because so many personality disorder patients don’t 
fit neatly into a specific diagnostic category, the cur-
rent model, according to Widiger, results in confu-
sion that poses problems for scientific theory and for 
public health decisions. 



Hahn Professorship:  “An 
award that has teeth”

Tom Widiger’s professorship is the result of a gift from T. Marshall 

Hahn, Jr. (BS, physics, 1945), a Lexington, Ky., native who went on to 

distinguish himself as president of Virginia Polytechnic University (now 

Virginia Tech) and as CEO of Georgia-Pacific Corporation.

Widiger says that receiving the Hahn Professorship is meaningful to 

him because of what it will help him achieve.  “This is an award that 

has teeth,” he says of the position.  “It provides crucial support for 

research and funding for data collection.  I’d like to thank the Hahn 

family for making this possible.  Receiving it is a tremendous honor.”

In addition to funding the T. Marshall Hahn, Sr., Professorship (named 

for Hahn’s father, who was a physics professor at UK), Marshall Hahn 

endowed a professorship and two fellowships in his own name.  

Alan Nadel, a new professor in the Department of English and the 

author of Television in Black-and-White America: Race and National 

Identity, is the new T. Marshall Hahn, Jr., Professor in the Humanities.  

Stephanie Blessing, a graduate student in geography, and James 

Force, a graduate student in philosophy, hold the T. Marshall Hahn, 

Jr., Graduate Fellowships.
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“It is now possible for two patients to meet the DMS-IV 
criteria for obsessive-compulsive personality disorder, yet 
not have any diagnostic features in common,” he says. 

Widiger advocates a shift to a dimensional classification 
of personality disorder that would help address the failures of 
the existing diagnostic categories.  This more organic model 
works to describe the individual in terms of his or her own 
unique constellation of personality traits. 

At the core of Widiger’s approach is the five-factor model 
(FFM) of general personality structure developed within 
psychology. “Personality disorders can be folded into this 
system as well,” claims Widiger, resulting in what he calls 
the five-factor model of personality structure and disorder.  
As Widiger sees it, this more nu-
anced, dimensional model has 
clear advantages over the existing 
diagnostic categories, bringing to 
the psychiatric classification a vast 
scientific base in behavioral and mo-
lecular genetics, neurobiology, and a 
universal, cross-cultural application 
that is currently non-existent.

This dimensional approach, 
Widiger argues, could also help 
people become accepting of help 
that would improve their lives by 
removing the stigma of diagnosis so 
more people would seek treatment. 
“I’m not embarrassed about my 
inflamed ankle,” he says, “so why 
should I be embarrassed about my 
psychological dysfunction?” 

“None of us is perfectly psychologically healthy,” he 
says, “but we tend to see those who have been diagnosed with 
a mental disorder as being qualitatively different from us, and 
this can lead to stigmatization and embarrassment.  The five-
factor model allows us to see people with personality disor-
ders simply as people who have more extreme variants of the 
personality traits we all share.” 

Widiger is realistic about the effort that still has to be 
made to affect the fundamental changes he sees as necessary 
and inevitable. He seems energized by looking forward.  “I 
think the American Psychiatric Association will make the 
shift to the dimensional model sometime. There’s a push 
toward it, though it may be too radical a change for now.  
But this is the future.  The science is overwhelming.  It’s so 
powerful.”

Leader in Top 20 department

Widiger came to UK in 1982 after receiving his Ph.D. 
from Miami University of Ohio.  He has published more than 

250 books, chapters and articles, 
including some 60 in the last four years 
alone. He’s serving on an impor-
tant World Health Organization 
committee, and he is currently as-
sociate editor of four top journals 
in his field, including the Journal of 
Abnormal Psychology, which is broadly 
acknowledged as the top journal in the 
field of clinical psychology, and is 
consulting editor for five others.  

Widiger seems pleased to be 
at UK and is enjoying contribut-
ing the success of the Department 
of Psychology, which recently 
gained Top 20 status for its clinical 
psychology program.  “Our depart-
ment is right there among the top 

dogs of clinical psychology,” he says.  “We compete well for 
grad students, and they are going out and getting excellent 
academic positions.  We are very well known.”

According to Charles R. Carlson, chair of psychology, 
Widiger is a key component of the department’s success. 
“Tom is a veritable scholar who is held in high regard across 
the world,” says Carlson. “He has had—and will continue to 
have—a profound world-wide impact on our understanding 
of personality disorders.”
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Former Marshall Scholar 
Kasten brings health care 
to developing nations

Receiving a Marshall Scholarship to pursue 
graduate studies in the United Kingdom doesn’t 
guarantee that you’ll meet Prince Charles or dance 
with Israel’s Deputy Prime Minister Shimon Perez, 
but it sure doesn’t hurt.

At least that was the experience of Jennifer 
Kasten (BA, French and BS, biology, ’02), a Lexington 
native who spent three years studying in England, 
courtesy of the British government.  In 2002, during 
her senior year at UK, Kasten was nominated for the 
prestigious Marshall Scholarship, which enables 
a select group of students from the United States 
to study in the United Kingdom for up two years, 
with an additional year possible. Only 40 students 
are chosen annually for the Marshall Scholarship, 
which is considered to be equal in prestige to the 
Rhodes. 

As a Marshall Scholar, Kasten earned a mas-
ter’s degree in control of infectious disease from the 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.  
She also completed a year conducting research at 
Christ Church, University of Oxford, on predicting 
malaria epidemics, and earned a second master’s in 
the history of science and medicine at Oxford. 

Because the Marshall Scholars program is 
funded through the British government, Kasten 
was in a quasi-diplomatic position and frequently 
attended official functions—lunches with diplo-
mats, receptions, cocktail parties and balls. She 
danced with Perez, a Nobel peace laureate, when 
she was inducted into the International Academy 
of Achievement.  She also met the heads of the Irish 
and Northern Irish governments and members of 
the Scottish and British parliaments.  

Despite the social entrée the scholarship 
provided, Kasten has been most affected by the 
research and public health work she has done in 

Uganda, Nepal and Haiti.  While still a student at 
UK, Kasten spent a summer interviewing people 
in Haiti and Nepal about malaria, a project that 
she says uncovered “some pretty stark differences” 
between how people in the two countries reacted 
to Western medicine ideas.  The research was used 
in her senior Gaines Fellow thesis and taught her 
the importance of translating public health initia-
tives into not just local languages, but local ideas, 
attitudes and cultures.  

While on summer break from the London 
School, Kasten served as a consultant to the 
Ugandan Ministry of Health on a malaria epidemic 
in the Highlands region of Uganda. She and her re-
search partner were the first Caucasians to stay in 
the four villages in which they worked, and the two 
made discoveries about the unique combination 
of factors that precipitated the epidemic, findings 
that had not appeared previously in the published 
literature.  “It was exciting,” Kasten says.  

Kasten’s experiences in third world countries 
inspired her to shift her career interest from public 
health to the practice of medicine.  She received lots 
of hands-on training in Haiti, where she delivered 
babies, made diagnoses and performed minor sur-
gery.  “I was overwhelmed,” she recalls.  “But the 
thing is, if you don’t do it, nobody else is there.” 

Kasten’s interest in medicine is not surprising, 
since she grew up in a medical family.  Her father 
Gregory (MBA, ’91) is a retired physician who is 
now in finance, and her mother Jan (BS, pharmacy, 
‘78) is a pharmacist.  (Sister Andrea received a 
bachelor’s degree from UK in philosophy in 2004 
and brother Michael is currently a UK sophomore 
majoring in biology and chemistry). 

“I was fascinated at least since high school 
and probably younger than that,” Kasten says of her 
early interest in medicine.   “I read a lot of books on 
the disease process itself.”  

Kasten is now a second-year medical student 
at Columbia University College of Physicians and 
Surgeons in New York, where she is studying tropi-
cal medicine and international health.  This past 
summer, she worked for the Carter Center in rural 
Tanzania, East Africa, and Mali, West Africa, help-
ing to control trachoma, a bacterial infection of the 
eyes that can cause blindness.  The infection is car-
ried by flies, which feed on human eye secretions.  

Kasten’s plan of attack included building a 
latrine to decrease the presence of flies and lots of 
soap. “It hurts so much because you know it is so 
preventable,” she says of the disease.   

Kasten says her Arts & Sciences education 

While conducting field study for the infectious eye disease trachoma, which leads to blindness, Kasten photographs Tanzanian 

children to evaluate their trachoma and hygiene status.
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The Power of Creativity:
A&S grad and award-
winning poet Frank X 
Walker writes to make a 
difference

“Much of who I’ve become as an adult is 
grounded in my early experiences at UK,” says 
multi-award winning poet, writer and soon-to-be 
publisher Frank X Walker (BA, English, ’97). 

 “Gurney Norman, my first fiction teacher, who 
I met almost 25 years ago, and James Baker Hall 
were instrumental in helping me make room in my 
life for writing,” Walkers says of the two legendary 
UK creative writing teachers and alumni.  “I’ve done 
a million other things, it seems, before choosing to 
make my living as a full-time writer and teacher, but 
in the back of my mind they remained role models 
for what I could become.” 

By all indications, Walker is now becoming 
something of a role model himself. His latest honor 
is the 2006 Dr. Thomas D. Clark Award for Literary 
Excellence, given by Joseph-Beth Booksellers to 
honor the late historian’s contributions to Kentucky 
literature.  Last year Walker received a $75,000 
Lannan Foundation Writing Fellowship, among the 
nation’s most prestigious literary awards.  

Jo Chapman, the Foundation’s literary program 
officer, explains that the fellowships recognize writ-
ers of distinctive literary merit who demonstrate 
potential for continued outstanding work.  “Frank 
Walker, in our committee’s estimation, met those 
requirements, and we were delighted to award him 
a literary fellowship,” she said.

Walker’s growing national and international 
reputation as a poet reflects the impact of his 
three acclaimed collections: Black Box (Old Cove 
Press, 2005); Buffalo Dance: The Journey of York 
(University Press of Kentucky, 2003), winner of 
the 35th Annual Lillian Smith Book Award; and 

Affrilachia (Old Cove Press, 2000), a Kentucky 
Public Librarian’s Choice Award nominee.  

Walker is also well known as co-founder of the 
Affrilachian Poets—a group, now in its 15th year, 
that emphasizes and celebrates the diverse popula-
tion of Appalachia.  The term Affrilachian, which 
Walker created to name the African-American resi-
dents of the Appalachia, has made its way into com-
mon use and into the latest edition of the Oxford 
American Dictionary. 

Walker is also hard at work on a sequel to 
Buffalo Dance: The Journey of York and a fiction 
project he hopes will grow into a novel.  His most 
ambitious current project may be the small press 
he’s just started, named after Duncan Hill, the 
Kentucky town where his mother is buried.  “I have 
worked with so many talented students and poets 
around the country who deserve to have their words 
in print that I figure the least I can do is help make it 
happen, especially for writers of color,” he says.

Walker is already at work on an anthology of 
multi-ethnic poets he’s met around the country 
which will feature work by poets and writers who 
are Palestinian, Asian, Hispanic, Indian and Native 
American.  “I’m calling it America! What’s My 
Name?,” he says.  He also plans to publish a jour-
nal via the press, The Journal of Affrilachian Arts 
and Culture, which will provide a regular place for 
topics related to the diversity of the Appalachian 
region.

In addition to writing and publishing, Walker 
is also a teacher.  He has been assistant professor of 
English and interim director of the African/African 
American Studies Program at Eastern Kentucky 
University, and he will be a visiting professor for the 
2006-07 academic year at Transylvania University.  
He has lectured, conducted workshops, read poetry 
and exhibited at more than 250 conferences and 
universities in the United States and abroad.

What drives him, he says, is belief in what he 
does, in the power of creativity.  “My belief or faith 
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“I believe creativity—in all its many forms—can change the way we think and operate.  Celebrating the creativity around us helps 

maintain our sanity and keeps up happy.”— Frank X Walker, from his ‘This I Believe’ essay, “Creative Solutions to Life’s Challenges, 

which was aired on National Public Radio’s “Morning Edition” on March 27, 2006.

Alumni News
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 Dear Fellow A&S Alumni and Friends:

My term as chair of the Dean’s Advisory Board for 

the College of Arts and Sciences will begin on November 

3, 2006v, at the A&S Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony 

and Scholarship Dinner.  Prior to that celebration we will 

be making plans for the semi-annual board meeting which 

will take place that weekend in Lexington.  We hope you 

will notice over the next few months that board members 

are more engaged, active and, indeed, proactive in their 

support and encouragement of the College of Arts and 

Sciences and its students, professors, administrators and 

objectives.  The listing in this issue of contributors to the 

College is an indication of the interest and support our 

alumni and friends are willing to give.

As visitors to the College we are impressed with the 

work of the development officers and the public relations 

and alumni outreach programs undertaken by the College 

and the high level of achievement of the students and 

professors.  The more we learn about our College, the 

prouder we become.  We are convinced that the faculty 

and students at the UK College Arts and Sciences are mak-

ing tremendous contributions in science, literature, the 

arts and in teaching and learning which will benefit the 

Commonwealth and our nation in the future.  We are de-

veloping well-rounded, capable and conscientious people 

who are a credit to their university and to our country.  We 

are excited about the present activities and the future of 

the College and your active and engaged support of it.

If you want to join us in our efforts, please contact 

A&S Advancement Director Mimi Ward at mhward2@uky.

edu or (859) 257-8124.

Sincerely,

Robert E. Rich 

BA, English, ‘66

Chair

Math, liberal arts 
background opens doors to 
corporate career for Helton

When Sandra L. Helton (BS, math, ’71) came to 
UK in 1969, she was one of the few female majors in 
the Department of Mathematics, and the conventional 
wisdom held that her career prospects were limited to 
teaching.  Helton, however, had other ideas.

“The assumption was that if you were going to 
be a math major and you were a woman, you were 
going to be a teacher, which is not anything that I 
had in mind,” Helton recalls.  

Helton was motivated in part by the stereotype 
that girls weren’t good at math. “I’ll just disprove 
that,” she remembers thinking. Years later, Helton 
has not only proved that girls can be very good at 
math, she has shown how they can use those skills 
to scale the heights of the corporate ladder.    

Now executive vice president, chief finan-
cial officer and a director of Telephone and Data 
Systems, Inc. (TDS), a Chicago-based telecommu-
nications corporation that provides wireless, tele-
phone and broadband services, Helton attributes 
her success to a number of factors, including being 
prepared, working hard and having good teachers 
and mentors.  

Like many successful people, Helton insists 
that luck has also played a role in her career.  
For starters, she says she was lucky to be able to 
branch out beyond the mathematics curriculum at 
UK, taking courses in psychology—invaluable for 
managing people, she says—as well as accounting 
and economics.

She also says that she was fortunate to land a 
job at Corning Incorporated after graduating from 
UK (she started at the Harrodsburg, Ky., facility, 
then transferred to the company headquarters in 
New York a year later).  There, she was given a wide 
variety of assignments and had the opportunity to 
learn from many different people.

She also had mentors who encouraged her and 
saw qualities in her that she didn’t always see in 
herself.  In fact, one of those mentors, the man who 
first hired her at Corning, is now her husband, al-
though the two didn’t become a couple until many 
years later.  

After several years at Corning, Helton com-
pleted an MBA at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (she was accepted into Harvard’s leg-
endary MBA program, but chose MIT because the 
program was smaller and considered to be espe-
cially strong in finance).  She returned to Corning, 
ultimately becoming senior vice president and 
treasurer before leaving in 1997 to work for Compaq 
Computer Corporation in Houston.    

As CFO, Helton’s style has been to get involved 
with all aspects of her company’s overall business, 
something she encourages her accountants to do as 
well.  In this, she says the integrated and analytical 
thinking skills she learned as an arts and sciences 
student have served her well.  She also has no re-
grets about being a math major, noting that “math 
does end up being the basis of most things.”

For all her proficiency with numbers, however, 
Helton is equally passionate about the humanities, 
crediting the early influence of Classics and history 
professors at Ashland Community College, where 
she spent her freshman and sophomore years.  She 
is interested in the arts and architecture and has 
volunteered with a number of arts-related organiza-
tions through the years, most recently serving on 
the board of the Landmarks Preservation Council of 
Illinois.  

Now in her 35th year in the corporate world, 
Helton has a good bit of advice and know-how to 
share with aspiring professionals.  She encourages 
young people to be “very open and very interested 
in a lot of different things” in order to find out what 
will inspire them, and to also think globally and to 
be aware of what is happening in the world.

Now at the peak of her career, Helton remains 
excited and interested in the challenges that lay 
ahead at TDS, noting that change is a given in the 
constantly-evolving telecommunications field.  In 
the future she hopes to travel more and give back 
through service on nonprofit boards.  She also looks 
forward to spending more time with her two neph-
ews and her husband’s three grandchildren.  

Although in many ways Helton has traveled 
far from her Eastern Kentucky roots, she still has a 
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Advancement News
Honor Roll

$1,000,000 and Above

& Mr. Allen W. Bush ‘73

Ms.  Nancy Bush

$250,000 - $999,999

Anonymous  (RCTF)

Dr.  Jack M. and Linda C. Gill  ‘62  
(RCTF)

Mr. O. Gene Gabbard ’61 (In 

honor of Fletcher Gabbard ’51)

$100,000 - $249,999 

Newman Foundation, Inc./Carol 
M. Cottrill M.D. and John Thomas 
Rolfes ’89  (RCTF)

Estate of John Castleman 

Hubbard ’44 (RCTF)

$50,000 - $99,999 

*Estate of Jean M. Barnhart ‘47 
(RCTF)

Wallace Research Foundation

Zantker Charitable Foundation 
(RCTF)

$25,000 - $49,999 

& Mr. Roger P. DiSilvestro ’72  
(RCTF) 

Major. James C. ‘68 and Mrs. Mary 
H. ’72 Eaves

& The Robert B. and Helen P. 
Jewell Scholarship Foundation/
Mrs. Linda Jewell Strojan

Lt. Col. Robert T. Sweeney, Ret. ‘41

Huffaker Family Foundation/ R. 
Milton Huffaker ’57

$10,000 to $24,999 

Dr. James C. Albisetti

& Mr. Kip Cornett ‘77

ExxonMobil Education Foundation

Farmland Foods, Inc.

Mr. Charles E. Holbrook ‘62, ‘64

Lipman Bros. Inc. / Mr. Robert 
Lipman ‘74

Max Kade Foundation

Mrs. Jan S. Swauger  (RCTF)

Mrs. Lisa W. Wilcox ‘81

& Mr. Robert K. Wood ‘61,  ‘68

$5,000 to $9,999 

Mrs. Agnes L. Black

Chem Pharma International, LLC

Dr. Joe R. ’65 and Mrs. Barbara 
‘64, ‘66 Cowles

Mr. William G. Davidson ‘57

& Mr. James L. ’76 and Mrs. 
Suzanne H. ‘68 Elliott

& Dr. Michael H. Grasley ‘61

Mr. Matthew A. ’98 and Mrs. Jill 
C. Gregory

Dr. Judith M. Janssen ‘69, ‘72

National Collegiate Athletic 
Association

& Mr. Robert E. Rich ‘66

$2,500 to $4,999 

Anonymous

Anonymous

& Anonymous

Blue Grass Community 
Foundation

Mr. Stephen D. ’95 and Mrs. Joy L. 
’01, ‘05 Dawahare

Mr.  William G. ‘68, ’69 and Mrs. 
Linda S. ’68, ’69 Francis  

Mr. Erle L. ’55 and Mrs. Sara A. 
Levy 

& Mr. Rodney F. Page ‘68

& Mr. John L. Price

& Mrs. Charlotte W. Richardson 
‘62

Mr. Irving and Mrs. Irma 
Rosenstein/ Rosenstein Family 
Charitable Foundation, Inc.

& Mr. Richard M. Rothfuss ‘72

& Ms. Susan R. Tomasky ‘74

& Mr. Leon and Mrs. Evelyn 
Zolondek

$1,000 to $2,499 

& Afterburner, Inc./James D. 
Murphy ‘86

American Mathematical Society

& Mrs. Naiyi Y. Cheng

ChevronTexaco

& Ms. Kian J.N. Chong ‘98

Coca-Cola Company

Continental Resources, Inc.

& Col. Byron T. ’40 and Mrs. 
Grace H. Cook 

Ms. Elizabeth E. Corio ‘79, ‘81

& Mr. William H. Dennen

Anonymous

Dr. John P. Faraci ‘74, ‘78, ‘80

& Dr. Marshall G. Frazer ‘68 

& Mrs. Darlene W. Gardner

& Mr. Charles L. Grizzle ‘74

& Dr. Robert D. Guthrie

& Dr. Mona J. Hagyard ‘56, ‘60, ‘67

& Ms. Catherine S. Hatter ‘66

& Dr. Steven L. and Eava K. Hoch

& Dr. Gerald J. Janecek

& Mr. Robert W. Jewett ‘74

Johnson & Johnson

& Dr. J. Wesley Johnson ‘56

Josephine K. & W. D. Funkhouser 
Trust

& Dr. Wallace M. King ‘52

& Drs. Alice V. ’72 and David L. 
Kruegel ‘64, ‘68

Ms. Dottie Leathers and Dr. George 
C. Herring Jr.

& Mr. John Milne, Jr. ‘67

It is with special appreciation that we list 
those who contributed to the College of Arts and 
Sciences during the fiscal year 2006. A donor’s 
recognition level within the Honor Roll is de-
termined by the total donations received during 
the past fiscal year, 7/1/05 – 6/30/06; corporate 

matching funds are included in the total.  Please 
note that the information in this report was pro-
vided by the UK Central Development Office and 
is, to the best of our knowledge, correct.  If you 
have questions about your listing, please contact 
us at (859) 257-8124.

Dear A&S Alumni and Friends:

My message to you is brief, but the sentiment 

could not be more sincere.  I just want to say THANKS!  

Thank you to all who have supported the College dur-

ing the past year.  Your gifts are vital to our students 

and their future. 

Thank you to all who have created or given to an 

Arts & Sciences endowment.  Your legacy of perpetual 

support ensures a strong liberal arts and sciences edu-

cation for future generations.  

Thank you to all of the Dean’s Circle members.  

Your yearly leadership gifts enable the College to re-

ward talent and provide the margin of excellence in the 

quality of education our students receive.  

Thank you to all of our many annual donors.  

Through your collective generosity, you impact the 

College’s standing among other institutions and pro-

vide educational opportunities that make the difference 

between a good education and a great one.  

Finally, thank you to all who took the time to 

meet with me.  The opportunity to visit with you and 

thank you for your support truly is the best part of my 

job. 

The gift of education is one of the greatest gifts 

you can give.  Education empowers people to not only 

meet their needs, but to achieve their dreams.   Thank 

you to all of you who gave the gift of education.  The 

dreams you are making possible are many!     

Sincerely,

Kim Kluemper, ‘88, ‘92

Annual Giving and Alumni Relations Officer
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History Professor James 
Albisetti establishes 

fellowship fund
UK Professor of History James C. Albisetti has es-

tablished an endowed fellowship fund to support gradu-

ate students in history.  Albisetti, who has taught at UK 

since 1979, will fund the award through a bequest of a 

portion of his TIAA-CREF retirement fund.

Albisetti has already established the Albisetti 

Dissertation Research Fellowship in History for students 

needing to go abroad for research.  That gift received 

matching funds from the Commonwealth of Kentucky’s 

Research Challenge Trust Fund, or “bucks for brains” 

program.  Albisetti says his desire to help graduate stu-

dents at UK as well as the tax consequences motivated 

the new gift.

“The opportunity to leave the tax-deferred accu-

mulation to UK, while leaving other beneficiaries assets 

that will not require payment of income taxes, is very 

attractive,” he said.  “I hope to be able to use the ‘mini-

mum distribution’ option with the TIAA-CREF funds, 

which allows the principal to continue to grow during 

the early years of retirement.”

The Albisetti Fellowship Fund in History will sup-

port fellowships for entering students in the M.A. or 

Ph.D. program in history or for Ph.D. students who are 

writing their dissertations.  

Professor Albisetti received his Ph.D. from Yale 

University in 1976.  His research interests include German 

history and European social and women’s history.  He 

is the author of Secondary School Reform in Imperial 

Germany and Schooling German Girls and Women: 

Secondary and Higher Education in the Nineteenth 

Century.
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The Northrop Grumman 
Foundation

Mr. Robert M. Odear, III

& Mrs. Odessa L. Ofstad ‘61

& Mr. Lauren N. ’73 and Mrs. 
Helen S. ‘72 Patch 

& Mrs. Catherine G. Price

& Ms. Virginia L. Price

& Dr. Laura I. Rankin ‘70

& Ms. Jill M. Rappis ‘80

& Mr. Charles R. Reusing 63

& Dr. Sue M. Rimmer

& Dr. Donald R. Rogers ’59, ‘61

& Mr. Terry L. Sams ‘79

Mr. Thomas D. Spalding ‘80, ‘82

& Mr. William A. Spies ‘75, ‘77

& Mr. William T. Stoeckinger 
‘56, ‘58

& Mr. Stephen B. Sullivan ‘79, ‘83

Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Swauger

UK Army ROTC

Mr. and Mrs. John van Willigen

& Mrs. Ray Ford Veech ‘48 

& Dr. William A. Wallace ‘60

& Dr. Thomas F. Whayne, Jr.

& Dr. G. Kenneth ’55,’58 and 
Barbara ‘54 Williams 

*Estate of Anthony Leonard 

Boaden Wyatt

$500 - $999 

All-Star Chemical Company, Inc.

Mr. Bruce C. Amig ‘88

* Estate of Anita R. Baker ‘44

Mr. Harold J. Baker ‘42

Mr. Jack Ballantine ‘52

Dr. Arthur R. Baluyut ‘84,  ‘91

Dr. William M. Bass, III ‘56

Dr. James L. Beck ‘56

B.F. Goodrich Company 

* Dr. Wesley J. Birge

Dr. Jeannine Blackwell

Dr. Stephen G. Cecil ‘74, ‘76, ‘81

Ms. Julie A. Cobble ‘93

Ms. Lisa P. Collins ‘99

Mr. Paul L. Dillingham ‘50 & Mrs. 
Barbara R. ‘50 Dillingham, Jr. 

Dominion Foundation

Mr. James C. Duff ‘75

Mrs. Jacqueline Dulworth ‘68

Employees of Central Kentucky 
Processing, Inc.

FBD Consulting

Dr. Camp Ferguson ‘66, ‘71

Dr. Donald L. Fowler ‘61, ‘66

The Franklin J. Matchette 
Foundation, Inc.

Dr. Douglas R. Gouzie ‘81, ‘86

Mr. J. Carlin Gregory ‘81, ‘83 

Dr. Philip R. Harling

Mr. Michael J. ’70 and Mrs. 
Beverly J.  ‘65 Harrison

Mr. William E. Heisler ‘74

Ms. Sandra L. Helton ‘71

Dr. Glenn T. Johnson, II ‘88, ‘92

Mr. Richard S. Kaye ‘75 

Anonymous 

Mr. Leonard T. ’51 and Mary M. 
‘49 Kernen

Mr. Russell Louden

Dr. Gary E. Loyd ‘82

Dr. Peter M. Luckett ‘75, ‘78

McCreary Circuit Court Clerk

Mrs. Jo C. Napier ‘48

Dr. Kenneth E. Neavel ‘85

Ms. Betty V. Owen ‘57

Dr. Xuejun Peng ‘01, ‘04

Ms. Jane E. Phillips

Dr. Stephen W. Porter ‘76, ‘78

Mrs. Penney P. Rogers ‘66

Dr. Jeanmarie Rouhier-Willoughby

Dr. Wimberly C. Royster ‘48, ‘52

Shell Oil Company Foundation

Ms. Kristin K. Sherman ‘77, ‘78

Mrs. Patricia A. Stacy ‘69

State Street Corporation

Dr. Michael F. Stephens ‘72, ‘76

Mr. and Mrs. Kent Swauger

Texas Gas Transmission 
Corporation

Ms. Pamela Walker ‘68

Mr. Winn F. Williams ‘71

Dr. Gregory M. Woolfolk ‘87

Mr. William B. Wrench ‘49

Dr. Bing Zhang ‘91, ‘93 ‘94

$250 - $499 

Mr. Robert L. Anderson ‘48

Dr. Carolyn M. Arnett, D.O. ‘89

Ashland Inc. Foundation

Dr. Natasha and Mr. Thomas 
Becker ‘05

Dr. Ann F. Bowe ‘70

BP America

The Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Foundation, Inc.

Dr. Stanley D. Brunn

Lt. Gen. (USAF, Ret) John H. ’69, 
’71 and Mrs. Marc M. ‘70 Campbell  

Dr. Stuart G. Carpenter ‘53

Ms. Mary J. Cartmell ‘72, ‘74

Mrs. Sonia B. Cawood ‘60, ‘66

Centre College 

Dr. Eric H. Christianson

Dr. William W. Clay ‘64, ‘66

Dr. Richard R. Clayton

Mr. C. G. Collis ‘56, ‘62

Dr. Stewart M. Couch ‘83, ‘88 

Mr. James T. Crain Jr. ‘60

Mr. Jasper E. Creech ‘59, ‘64

Mr. William J. Crouch ‘59

Dr. James A. Cunningham ‘68

Dr. C. W. Curris ‘62, ‘67

DET 290 Booster Club

Mr. John M. Deweese ‘81

Mr. Thomas E. Earle ‘45

Dr. Steven B. Edelstein ‘85

Mr. C. David Emerson ‘65, ‘68

Ernst & Young Foundation

Mr. James E. & Mrs. Helen S. Fout

Ms. Melinda C. Galbreath ‘70, ‘02

GE Foundation

Mrs. Donna B. Geuser ‘80

Dr. Michael Golben ‘49

Mr. Larry E. Gossett ‘70

Dr. Laurence W. Grossman ‘69, ‘77

Mrs. Elizabeth A. Haynes ‘01

Mr. Peter A. Hetherington ‘82

Dr. Donna G. Horn ‘76, ‘78 ‘82, ‘85

Dr. James C. Hower

Mr. Robert G. Humphries ‘83

Mr. James R. Hunter ‘58

Dr. G. Samuel Hurst ‘48

Dr. Dorris J. Hutchison ‘43

IBM Corporation



Geology couple establishes 

Boone Graduate Fellowship
Matt Gregory (BS, geology, ’98) and Jill Krukoski 

Gregory (BS, geology, ’99) of Houston, Texas, have 

pledged $50,000 over five years to establish the 

Boone Graduate Fellowship in the Department of Earth 

and Environmental Sciences.  The fund is named for 

Kentucky explorer Daniel Boone, who is an ancestor of 

both donors.  The Boone Fund is applicable for dollar-

for-dollar matching funds from the Commonwealth of 

Kentucky’s Research Challenge Trust Fund, or “bucks 

for brains” program, creating a $100,000 endow-

ment.

“Jill and Matt Gregory have made an important 

contribution to the future of the Department of Earth 

and Environmental Sciences, and we are grateful for 

this clear indication of the support from our alumni,” 

said William A. Thomas (BA, ’56; BS, ’57), Hudnall 

professor and chair of the department.  “The Boone 

Graduate Fellowship will help us to realize the depart-

ment goal of attracting the very best graduate students 

to UK.”

Both Matt and Jill Gregory are employees of 

ExxonMobil and are using the company’s matching gift 

program for education to support the fund.  The Boone 

Fellowship will support graduate students in earth and 

environmental sciences.   

ARTICLE TITLE   AREA  
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Dr. John P. Jones III

Kentucky Psychological 
Association Foundation, Inc.

Mr. Cyrus A. Kiani ‘95

Mr. Charles M. Kidwell ‘68

Mrs. Kimberly A. Kluemper ‘89, ‘92

Mr. Kevin M. Kohles, Jr. ‘85 

Mr. John E.  and Mrs. Brenda C. 
Laufenburg, Jr. ‘73

Dr. Patrick K. Leung ‘80, ‘84

Lexmark International, Inc.

Mr. Robert B. Lieber ‘78

Mr. Robert S. Lipman ‘74

Mr. Bennet J. Luckens ‘72

Metal Chem, Inc.

Dr. Richard Milich

Mr. Elmer E. Morgan ‘46, ‘48

Mr. Thomas R. Myers ‘77

Dr. Joseph R. O’Daniel, Jr. ‘66, ‘70

Mr. John S. Poole ‘77, ‘06

Mr.  Randy ‘91 and Mrs. Jane G. 
‘91 Pratt 

Dr. Carolyn F. Purcell ‘69, ‘73

Dr. Karl B. Raitz

Dr. John W. Ratliff Jr. ‘48

Mr. Joel F. Rhein

Dr. and Mrs. James P. Ritchart ‘83

Mr. Herschel B. Robinson ‘62, ‘64

Dr. Joseph C. Ross ‘50 

Mr. Phillip G. Royalty ‘73, ‘77

Dr. Kent A. Sallee ‘72

Mr. David A. Schwarte ‘71

Dr. Paul W. Scott  ‘50 

Mr. Ronald S. Sharpe ‘82

Col. Robert E. and Mrs. Cora Jane 
M. Spiller

Mr. Frank B. Stanger Jr. ‘69

Dr. Robert J. Topmiller ‘98 

Dr. James R. Urbaniak ‘58

Maj. Claudia S. Vester-Hawthorne ‘71

Ms. Marie Hanlon Ward ‘80

Dr. Robert T. Weigand ‘72, ‘86

Mrs. Grace G. White

Dr. Jinzhong Xu ‘96, ‘97, ‘00

Ms. Mei Zhang ‘92

$100 to $249 

3M Company

Dr. Harriet F. Ades ‘82

Ms. Nancy Jean Allen

Altria Group, Inc.

Ms. Kathryn H. Anderson ‘72

Ms. Patricia A. Anderson ‘80

Dr. Thomas A. Arcury ‘78, ‘83

Dr. Charles F. Arnett ‘68

Arnold Air Soceity

Mr. Louis G. Arnold  ‘65, ‘72

Dr. James M. Aton ‘77

Dr. W. Bruce Ayers ‘68, ‘75, ‘66

Dr. O. Kent Back ‘52

Dr. Philip A. ’64, ’67 and Mrs. 
Mary J. ’67 Baedecker

Dr. and Mrs. Michael A. Baer

Ms. Adanne P. Bagby ‘75

Mrs. Deborah J. Baker ‘75

Dr. Jamie Baker-Prewitt  ‘89, ‘92

Dr. Yvonne H. Baldwin  ‘97

Bank of America Foundation

Dr. Gary L. Barker  ‘67

Dr. Byron L. Barksdale ‘74, ‘71

Dr. Asa Barnes, Jr. ‘55

Rev. Edward A. Bary  ‘46

Mr. James E. Bates  ‘76

Dr. John B. Bates  ‘64, ‘68

Mr. John A. Battcher ‘76

Mr. Charles D. Battersby  ‘74

Mr. Bennett E. Bayer ‘79, ‘82 

Mrs. Estelle A. Bayer

Mr. Hallock W. Beals  ‘66

Mr. James C. Becker ‘78

Mrs. Patricia A. Beckman ‘68

Dr. James C. Beidleman

Mrs. Mary Anne Beiting ‘87

Mr. Dennis R. Bell, Jr. ‘84

Mr. John R. Bell ‘85 

Mrs. Kay Shropshire Bell  ‘63

Mrs. Jane Crawford Bellomy ‘68

Mr. A. Stuart Bennett  ‘78, ‘82 

Mr. Jarvis L. Bennett ‘76, ‘80

Dr. and Mrs. Philip K. Berger

Mrs. Mary Alice Berry ‘68 

Mr. Don Besch ‘71

Mrs. Lee H. Black ‘72

Dr. Robert A. Blair  ‘65

Dr. Robert M. Blake ‘52

Mr. James G. Blankenship  ‘58

Dr. Henry C. Blount Jr.  ‘44

Mr. John F. Boettner ‘79

Mr. James D. Bolen, Jr.  ‘98, ‘01

Dr. David J. Botkin  ‘80, ‘85

Mr. James T. Bradbury III  ‘53

Mr. Gorman J. Bradley  ‘76, ‘79

Dr. Robert C. Bradley  ‘88

Drs. Sharon ’81, ‘87 and James 
Brennan  

Mrs. Patricia A. Brockenborough ‘50

Dr. John P. Broderson ‘69

Mr.  Michael M. ‘76 and Mrs. 
Jennifer ‘75 Brookins  

Dr. Louie A. Brown ‘71

Brown-Forman Corporation

Dr. Charles A. Browning Jr. ‘50

Mr. Allen R. Bruce ‘58, ‘61

Dr. Robert A. Bryan ‘56, ‘51

Mrs. Virginia Shepherd Bryant ‘73

Mr. Donald M. Buckley ‘58

Mrs. Mary K. Bunnell ‘65

Mrs. Laura B. Burcin ‘81

Dr. Dale K. Burtner, Jr. ‘73

Mr. Thomas C. Calhoun ‘89

Mr. Randall L. Calvert ‘75

Dr. Derek A. Campbell ‘95, ‘99

Ms. Nancy L. Carpenter ‘71, ‘73 
and Mr. Jeffrey K. Davis ‘76

Dr. Betty B. Carr ’70, ‘74

Dr. Donald K. Carson ‘62, ‘69

Ms. Judith A. Carson ‘64

Dr. David Carwell ‘88, ‘96

Col. Shirley M. Castle Ret. ‘42

Mrs. Frances E. Catron-Malone 
‘80, ‘83

Dr. John L. Caudill ‘76, ‘80 

Mrs. Jeanette M. Cawood  ‘68 

Dr. Charles R. Cella ‘62, ‘68

Dr. Steven Channing

Dr. Franklin D. Cheatham ‘72

Dr. Thomas J. Cheatham ‘68, ‘71

Mr. Gary J. Chellman ‘73

Dr. Andrea E. Chinn ‘99

Ms. Mary Civey

Mrs. Kendrick R. Clark ‘77

Mr. William E. Clark ‘85

Mrs. Carolyn S. Fuoco Clausen ‘73

Lt. Col. Michael E. Clayton ‘78

Dr. Karl D. Clinard ‘72

Mr. Robert L. Cody ‘66, ‘67



Gabbard Endowment in Physics 

honors former chair

A $340,000 endowment has been established in 

the Department of Physics and Astronomy in honor of Dr. 

Fletcher Gabbard (BS, physics, ’51), a former chair of the 

department and faculty member from 1959-1985.  

The Gabbard Endowment will provide undergradu-

ate scholarships in physics and astronomy.  Recipients of 

the scholarship must major in physics and astronomy, 

maintain a GPA of at least 3.0 and demonstrate financial 

need.  The scholarship may be used to recruit incoming 

freshman or to support currently enrolled majors.

“These scholarships will provide much needed 

financial assistance to young people with interests in 

science and technology,” said Mike Cavagnero, chair of 

the department, adding that the scholarship will have 

additional benefits.  “Students on scholarship tend to be 

among the best prepared and most industrious students in 

our program.  That means they tend to ask great questions 

and demand the clearest answers.  Thanks to the Gabbard 

brothers, our physics and astronomy classrooms will be 

better places to learn for generations yet to come.”

A similar scholarship fund also has been established 

in the UK College of Engineering in honor of Fletcher 

Gabbard’s brother, O. Gene Gabbard (BS, electrical engi-

neering, ’61), whose telecommunications career included 

work with COMSAT, Digital Communications Corporation, 

SouthernNet, Inc., Telecom USA and MCI Corporation.
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Dr. William T. Collins ‘42

Dr. and Mrs. William J. Collis ’57 

Dr. Gene F. Conway ‘49

Dr. Alan S. Cordell ‘69

Dr. Marie J. Coreil ‘76, ‘79

Dr. Thomas D. Coskren ‘72, ‘83

Mrs. Reta R. Coughenour

Mr. James A. ‘83 & Dana B. ‘88 Cox 

Dr. James B. Cox ‘58

Mr. Stanley L. Craig ‘69

Dr. William R. Crain ‘62, ‘66

Ms. Leonora M. Cravotta ‘88

Mr. John R. Crockett ‘49 

Mr. Jack R. Cunningham ‘68, ‘73

Mr. Michael K. Curry ‘86

Mr. Harry L. Dadds ‘72, ‘75

Mr. Thomas H. Darnall Jr. ‘59

Ms. Janet Ellis Darnell ‘74

Mrs. Lucille G. Davidson ‘42, ‘49

Dr. William R. Davis Jr. ‘69

Ms. Jean R. Dean ‘43

Ms. Catherine Lafleche Demmerle ‘76

Mr. Charles R. Denham ‘56

Mr. Dennis B. Denton ‘68, ‘73 

Mrs. Julia des Cognets ‘75, ‘83

Deveco Corporation

Dr. Garland R. Dever, Jr. ‘73, ‘95

Dr. Bobby M. Deweese ‘57 

Col. Benton G. Dishman Jr., USAF 
Ret. ‘65

Dr. Robert L. Doty ‘66, ‘73

Dr. David W. Douglas ‘81, ‘85

Mr. Stephen H. Drayer  ‘79

Mr. William B. Drescher ‘65

Ms. Margaret J. Dudgeon ‘64, ‘71

Dr. James J. Duffy ‘66

Ms. Celeste M. Duzane ‘84

Mr. Jim M. Eakle ‘93

Mr. Robert L. Edwards ‘60

Dr. James J. Egan ‘66, ‘69

Mrs. Rebecca H. Eggers ‘85

Ms. Billie Paxton Einselen ‘60

$100

Dr. Dennis P. Emerick ‘78

EOG Resources, Inc.

Dr. Susan C. Eriksson ‘71

Dr. Roger L. Ewing ‘65, ‘69

Mrs. Karen E. Faaborg ‘63

Mrs. Constance D. Fagg

Dr. Amanda Fales-Williams ‘91

Mrs. Susan E. Farrell ‘82

Ms. Sharon M. Fekety ‘60

Mr. Jo M. Ferguson ‘37, ‘39

Dr. Roland P. Ficken ‘71, ‘73

Dr. Tracy Schott Fischer ‘89

Mr. Joseph G. Florence ‘61

Mr. Scott A. Foster ‘82

Mr. William W. Foster ‘54

Mr. Stephen T. Freeland ‘88

Dr. Samuel R. Freeman Jr. ‘78

Mrs. Linda L. Frye ‘60

Mrs. Margaret B. Fryman ‘71, ‘74

Dr. Fletcher Gabbard ‘51

Mr. James M. Gallery Jr. ‘66

Dr. Bryan M. Gamble ‘94

Mr. Stephen R. Garcia ‘74

Mrs. E. JoAnne Garcia-Melendez ‘65

Ms. J. Kay Gardner ‘70, ‘72, ‘79

Dr. Thomas F. and Mrs. Ann’80 
Garrity 

Mrs. Catherine F. Garrity ‘73

Mr. Michael P. Gaunce ‘71

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Gentry  

Mrs. Leslie Land Geoghegan ‘77

Dr. Fred J. Giglia ‘69

Dr. Michael W. Giles ‘69, ‘71

Dr. and Mrs. Russell Gilkey ‘43

Mrs. Sara R. Gilliam ‘46

Mrs. Kathryn L. Gissing ‘76

Dr. Glenn P. Glasgow ‘69, ‘74

Dr. Jeff R. Glindmeyer ‘66

Dr. Robert R. Goodin ‘61

Mr. Stephen W. Grace ’85, ‘89, ‘91

Mr. George M. Graham ‘75

Mr. Michael J. Grau ‘74

Mr. Richard R. Graviss II ‘97

Dr. Justin J. Green ‘71  

Dr. John W. Greene ‘73

Mr. F. Gerald Greenwell ‘69

Ms. Karen J. Greenwell ‘77, ‘85

Mr. Richard B. Greissman

Mr. Hal C. Griffin ‘51, ‘64

Mrs. Barbara N. Gruninger ‘56

Dr. Rochelle Glick Gryfe ‘79, ‘83

Mrs. Margaret B. Hacker ‘61

Mr. Gene R. Hagan ‘51

Mr. Mark E. Hail ‘85

Mr. J. Monroe Hall ‘56,  ‘63  

Dr. William B. Hall ‘57

Dr. David E. Hamilton

Dr. Joe F. Hamlett ‘67, ‘71

Mr. James P. Haren ‘63

Mr. Matthew Scott Harman ‘96

Mr. Ben R. Harper ‘69  
Mr. William R. Harris Jr. ‘65, ‘67

Dr. Earl R. Harrison, Jr. ‘69, ‘79

Mrs. Carolyn Hays Harvey ‘50

Dr. S. Akbar Hasan ‘91, ‘95

Mr. C. Edward ’68, ’73 and Mrs. 
Elizabeth  ‘68 Hastie

Mr. Hugh A. Haydon ‘82

*Dr. Robert D. Hayes ‘48, ‘50

Mrs. Judy L. Haywood ‘63

Dr. Claude C. Hazlett ‘59 

Mr. Arthur A. ’81 and Mrs. Jan ‘80 
Hellebusch, II 

Mr. Louis E. Hempel ‘82

Ms. Pauline C. Henderson ‘59

Mr. Steve A. Hendrix ‘77

Mr. G. Edward Henry II ‘76, ‘79

Mr. David B. Herndon ‘71

Lisa Ann Hess ‘96

Mr. Dale E. Hickman ‘79

Dr. Steven E. Hicks ‘83, ‘87

Mr. Kevin D. Hill ‘73

Mrs. Andrea R. Hilliard ‘72, ‘75

Dr. Peter D. Hislop

Dr. David E. Hogan ‘79

Dr. Stephen P. Hogg ‘48

Dr. Jeffrey D. Hord ‘85, ‘89

Mrs. Alice W. Horn ‘42

William B. Hornback ‘49, ‘50

Dr. Billy D. Horton ‘71, ‘77

Mr. James E. Hough ‘53, ‘58

Hubbard-Hall, Inc.

Mr. Walter “Dee” Huddleston ‘49

Mr. Scott C. Hulse ‘93

Dr. O. James Hurt ‘48

Dr. Bryan T. Iglehart ‘48

Dr. Elliot Inman

Mrs. Janet A. Isenhour ‘72, ‘75

Mr. David S. Jackson ‘74

Mrs. Lynn E. Jackson ‘79



Family, friends establish fund 

in honor of Lance Banning

The Lance Banning Graduate Research Fellowship 

Fund has been established in the Department of History 

in honor of Lance Banning, the Pulitzer Prize finalist and 

longtime UK history professor who passed away in late 

January at the age of 64.  The Banning fund will sup-

port research-related travel, stipends and conference ex-

penses for exceptional graduate students working in early 

American history.

Lance Banning received his Ph.D. from Washington 

University (St. Louis) in 1971 and joined the UK faculty 

in 1973.  During his career, he received Guggenheim and 

National Endowment for the Humanities fellowships and 

held a senior Fulbright appointment at the University of 

Groningen in The Netherlands.  He was honored by UK 

with a University Research Professorship in 1984-85, the 

Hallam Professorship in the Department of History in 1989-

1991 and the College of Arts & Sciences Distinguished 

Professorship in 2001-02.  

Banning wrote The Sacred Fire of Liberty: James 
Madison and the Founding of the Federal Republic 
(1995), which was a finalist for the 1996 Pulitzer Prize and 

received both the Merle Curti Award in Intellectual History 

from the Organization of American Historians and the Phi 

Alpha Theta International Book Award.  

His other publications include The Jeffersonian 
Persuasion: Evolution of a Party Ideology (1978); 

Jefferson and Madison: Three Conversations from 
the Founding (1995); and Conceived in Liberty: The 
Struggle to Define the New Republic, 1789-1793 

(2004), as well as numerous editions, articles and book 

chapters.

He is survived by his wife, Lana, their son, Clinton, 

and his mother and brother.
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Ms. Shannon P. Janney ‘88, ‘04

Dr. Hughes B. Jenkins Jr. ‘63

Mr. Ched Jennings ‘72

Dr. Edward T. Jennings

Dr. William N. Jennings ‘66, ‘70

Ms. Judith L. Jerkins ‘77

Mrs. Bonnie O. Johnson ‘70

Mr. Steven L. Johnson ‘92

Dr. Timothy P. Johnson ‘88

Mr. William R. Johnston ‘53

Dr. James E. Jones ‘73, ‘77

Dr. K. Bruce Jones ‘76

Mrs. Mary U. Jones ‘83, ‘86

Mr. Peter W. Jones ‘76

Dr. W. Scott Jones ‘73

Ms. Laurel M. Kane ‘68

Dr. John E. Karl Jr. ‘53

M. Melinda Karns ‘75

Ms. Melinda Karns

Dr. Lee B. Kats ‘89

Maj. Gen. D. L. Kaufman ‘60

Mr. Robert W. Kellerman ‘76, ‘79 

Mr. John G. and  Mrs. Linda F. ’66, 
’97 Kelver  

Kentucky Classical Association

Mrs. Jane Gray Kerns ‘69

Dr. Steve Kidd ‘92

Ms. Cara B. Kiger ‘97

Mr. Michael J. King ‘74

Mr. Karl D. Kirk ‘48

Ms. Nancy H. Kiser ‘60

Mrs. Ann Kloeppel ‘93

Mrs. Carolyn F. Knaus ‘67

Mrs. Robin S. Knodel ‘76

Ms. Susan Knoll ‘81

Mr. David A. Koenig ‘72, ‘75

Ms. Margaret T. Kouri ‘82, ‘83

Dr. Bernd Kratz

Mr. Michael J. Kregor ‘74

Ms. Stephanie L. Kren ‘73

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kruscio

Mrs. Janice V. Kummer ‘76

Dr. Richard C. Lamb ‘60, ‘63

Ms. Donna G. Lancaster ‘68

Mrs. Betty B. Larkin ‘53

Mr. Michael L. Larson ‘77, ‘80

Mr. Barry S. Lee ‘77

Mr. Ben G. Lenhart ‘66

Dr. Suzanne A. Lenhart ‘78, ‘81

Mrs. Elizabeth L. Lester ‘69, ‘81

Mr. Jack S. Lewis ‘50

Dr. Arthur Lieber ‘48

Ms. Jennifer Cobb Little ‘82 

Mr. Brad G. Loar ‘73

Dr. Philip B. Lockett ‘90

Mrs. Joy V. Long

Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Luke

Ms. Mayo J. Lynam ‘65

Mr. Philip J. Lynch ‘75

Mr. Timothy M. Lynch ‘68,  ‘71

Ms. Laurie A. Mackellar ‘86, ‘93

Mrs. Jennifer L. Maddux ‘89

Mr. Robert R. Mahan ‘43

Mr. Jim P. Maher ‘62

Dr. James S. Majors ‘82

Mr. Patrick M. Malone ‘75, ‘78

Marathon Ashland Petroleum LLC

Mr. Carl Marrillia ‘81

Mrs. Gloria J. Martin

Mr. Timothy W. Martin ‘69, ‘72

Mr. Stephen Massie ‘73, ‘74

Polly J. Masters ‘47

Mr. Marc A. Mathews ‘03

Mattel Foundation

Ms. Judith E. McCabe ‘70

Dr. Stephen F. McClanahan ‘84

Dr. Rowena McClinton ‘96

Dr. Richard L. McConnell ‘48

Mr. Gary B. McCreary ‘56, ‘58

Mrs. Linda L. McDaniel ‘72

Dr. Donna B. McDonald ‘70, ‘77, ‘82

Mr. James A. McGuire ‘84

Mr. B. B. McInteer Jr. ‘41

Mrs. Katherine S. McIsaac ‘72

Dr. Delos B. McKown ‘58

Dr. Laura L. McLeod

Mr. Kevin A. McShane ‘84

Ms. Maureen F. Meeks ‘77

Mrs. Barbara E. Melton ‘61

Mr. Rodney V. Metcalf  ‘80, ‘84

Mr. Howard B. Metcalfe ‘48

Mr. David C. Metzner ‘83  

Mr. Stephen L. Meyer ‘70

Mr. Robert C. Meyers ‘62

Mrs. Elizabeth K. Miller ‘74, ‘76

Mr. Ronald W. Miller ‘54  

Mr. Ernest N. Mize ‘81

MKM

Mr. Jeffrey Mobley ‘79, ‘82

Mrs. Gloria J. Modrell ‘59

Mr. Gregory L. Monge ‘64, ‘71

Mr. Robert C. Moody  ‘59, ‘67

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Moore

Dr. James D. Moore ‘64, ‘69

Mrs. Wanda S. Moore ‘63

Mrs. Janet M. Mullaney ‘86

Dr. W. Duke Myers ‘64

Mrs. Dorislyn W. Nabors ‘65

National Metal Processing, Inc

Laura J. Neack, Ph.D. ‘82, ‘90, ‘91

Mr. James G. Nelson ‘52

Ms. Mary J. Netherton ‘71

Dr. Thomas E. Newman ‘58, ‘59

Dr. Charles G. Nichols ‘67, ‘71

Dr. Davis B. Nichols ‘66

Mrs. L. R. Nickell ‘48

Mr. Wesley T. Nicklas ‘78

Dr. Jacqueline A. Noonan

Dr. Charles G. Noss ‘59

Mrs. Elizabeth A. Noyes-Palmer 
‘77, ‘80

Mr. William D. Ogden ‘82

Mr. Frederick L. Osborne ‘66

Pacific Manufacturing Ohio, Inc

Dr. John C. Partin ‘55

Jack C. Pashin Ph.D. ‘86, ‘91

Mr. Ben Patton, Jr.

Judge Phillip Patton ‘69, ‘73, ‘73

Mr. Charles M. Paulsen ‘74

Mr. Kennon V. Pavona ‘68, ‘71

Mrs. Susan W. Paxson ‘84

Mr. Joey Payne ‘91, ‘94

Mrs. Eleanor A. Pember ‘62

Dr. Robert E. Pennington Jr. ‘68, ‘72

Mr. Happy R. Perkins ‘76  

Mr. J. Hunt Perkins ‘53, ‘55

Mr. Kenneth D. ’70, 74 and Mrs. 
Katherine ‘70, ‘74 Petrey 

Mr. Willard L. Phelps ‘68 

Mr. Ewan D. Phillips ‘41

Mr. Richard E. Phillips ‘76

Mrs. Casey L. Philpot ‘01

Mr. John A. Pica



Dr. E. Vernon Smith, ’37, 
endows history professorship

As part of a $11.5 million gift to UK, 1937 chem-

istry and physiology graduate Dr. E. Vernon Smith, a 

Cincinnati internist, is establishing the Dr. E. Vernon 

Smith and Eloise C. Smith Professorship in American 

History.  The overall gift includes $5.95 million given in 

the name of Smith and his wife, the late Eloise C. Smith; 

$5.2 million from the Commonwealth of Kentucky’s 

Research Challenge Trust Fund; and $375,000 in 

matching funds from the UK Athletics Association.

“Dr. Smith’s generous gift allows the history 

department to recognize and support distinguished 

work in American history,” said Dan Smith, chair of the 

Department of History.  “The Smith Professorship will 

help us take a prominent part of our program and give 

it additional visibility.”

Dr. Smith, a native of Greenup County, Ky., 

told the Lexington Herald-Leader that his time at UK 

“equipped me with the courage and the knowledge 

to go forward in life.  It opened the door to medical 

school.”  

The remainder of Smith’s gift provides scholar-

ships in nursing, medicine and band; professorships in 

business, nursing and macular degeneration research; 

and endowed chairs in macular degeneration and 

Alzheimer’s diseases.  Eloise C. Smith taught in the 

Wheelersburg, Ohio, public school system and died in 

1997 from complications related to Alzheimer’s disease.  

Dr. Smith suffers from macular degeneration. 
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Plating Specialists, Inc.

Mrs. Donalene S. Poduska ‘58

Mr. David S. ‘68 and Mrs. Jean R. 
‘67 Points 

Dr. Ann Pollock ‘78, ‘82

Mr. Michael W. Prater ‘89

Capt. Shane T. Prater ‘94

Dr. Kirk Prather ‘89

Mr. Lowell H. Press ‘84

Dr. Phillip N. Price ‘93

Psi Chi

Dr. Barry N. Purdom ‘64, ‘68

Capt. Kimberly L. Purdon ‘98

Mr. Anthony M. Rabasca ‘65

Mrs. Irene M. Ragland ‘56

Mr. Forrest W. Ragsdale III ‘76

Mr. Raymond P. Raisor ‘71, ‘76

Dr. Carol A. Reardon ‘87

Ms. May Belle Reichenbach ‘48

Mr. William L. Reinig Jr. ‘65, ‘66

Mr. Joe D. Reister ‘72, ‘75, ‘78, ‘84

Dr. Songlin Ren ‘93

Ms. Linda N. Renschler ‘65

Mr. H. H. Rice Jr. ‘57, ‘63

Mr. Paul E. Richardson ‘57

Mrs. Margaret A. Richter ‘72

Mr. C. Nicholas Ring ‘89, ‘92

Dr. Sara L. Ripy ‘49, ‘57

Mr. Donald C. Robinson ‘51

Ms. Donita D. Robinson ‘85, ‘88

Dr. Gregory M. ’78, ‘82 and Mrs. 
Julie‘81 Rogers 

Dr. James H. Rogers Jr. ‘87, ‘91

Dr. Charles P. Roland

Mr. James H. Rolf, Sr. ‘62

Mr. Joseph P. Rose ‘41

Dr. Sharon Rosh ‘91

Mrs. Jane R. Roy ‘69

Mr. C. David ’70 and Mrs. 
Patricia‘71 Royalty 

Mrs. Linda L. Russell ‘70

Dr. Barbara Rylko-Bauer ‘80, ‘85

Mr. Paul A. Saffer ‘67, ‘69

Mrs. Alice A. Sage ‘56

Mr. Harold F. Salsbery Jr. ‘70, ‘73

Dr. John M. Salyer ‘35

Dr. Steve G. Salyers ‘79, ‘88

Dr. Annie V. Saylor ‘74, ‘79

SBC Foundation

Dr. Theodore R. Schatzki

Dr. Richard H. Schein

Dr. Allen L. Schlamp ‘63

Dr. Dennis H. Schnack ‘69

Dr. Nancy Schoenberg

Lois H. Schoonover, Cmdr. Ret. ‘73

Dr. Calvin L. Schoulties ‘65, ‘71

Mr. David W. Schuenemeyer ‘75

* Mr. Melvin Schulman

Mrs. Zelma J. Schulman ‘50

Mr. Vaughn Joe Schum ‘78

Dr. Michael C. Scott ‘83

Mr. Barry S. Settles ‘73, ‘76

Dr. Charles B. Severs ‘55

Mr. William L. Shaffer ‘69

Mr. Martin P. Shearer ‘70

Ms. Sabrina Y. Sheikh

Mr. Jeffery M. Shockley  ‘80

Mr. Oscar L. Shultz Jr. ‘43

Mr. L. W. Simpson ‘50

Lt. Col. Dale C. Sine ‘76

Mrs. Gloria W. Singletary

Mrs. Elizabeth H. Slattery ‘87,’90

Mr. Keith Slone ‘93, ‘95

Mr. Billy H. Smith ‘55, ‘61

Dr. David B. Smith ‘82,  ‘88

Mr. David J. Smith ‘93

Mr. Don E. Smith ‘53

Mr. George A. Smith ‘70, ‘73

Mrs. Helen E. Smith ‘60  

Dr. James W. Smith ‘57

Mr. Rodney R. Smith ‘73

Mr. Vernon M. Smith ‘68, ‘71  

Mr. Larry W. Snyder ‘75

Mr. Thomas J. Soltis ‘79

Mrs. Colleen Sparks ‘64

Ms. Marian Spencer ‘66

Sprint Foundation

Stand Energy Corporation  

Dr. W. Richard Stark ‘68

Ms. Marsha Tracy Starnes

State Farm Insurance Co.

Mr. Ernest C. Steele ‘48, ‘50

Dr. Jack Steele ‘68

Mrs. Diane M. Steiner ‘72

Dr. James W. Stepp ‘62, ‘64 ‘68

Sterling Rack, Inc.

Mr. Franklin A. Stivers ‘73

Dr. T. M. Stoeckinger ‘63, ‘68

Mr. David R. Stone

Mr. John A. Stough ‘50

Dr. Robert Straus

Dr. Donald D. Stull ‘68

Sun Trust Bank Atlanta 
Foundation

Dr. James H. Svara ‘65

Mr. James R. Swanson ‘75

Ms. Wendy E. Swanson ‘69

Mr. and Mrs. Gary B. Swauger

Dr. Louis J. Swift

Ms. Eugenia L. Tanner ‘78

Dr. James T. Tanner ‘66

Dr. David M. Tarter ‘95, ‘98

Taskem, Inc.

Mr. Arnold S. Taylor ‘65, ‘71

Dr. Michael A. Taylor ‘74

Mrs. Rosalie A. Tebbets ‘75, ‘78

Dr. Alan M. Kook ‘84 and Dr. 
Madelyn B. Teller-Kook ’76, ‘84

Mary S. Templeton ‘65

Mr. Lee P. Thomas ‘75

Dr. William A. Thomas ‘56, ‘57

Karen E Thompson ‘02

Mr. Patrick A. Thompson ‘70, ‘73

Mr. James W. Thornton Jr. ‘63

Mr. Guy L. Tirk ‘79

Mrs. Grace Austin Tomkins ‘64

Ms. Gretchen Tremoulet ‘69, ‘73

Dr. Ted E. Troyer ‘78, ‘82

Dr. Anne N. Tucker ‘64, ‘76

Mr. Walker M. Turner Jr. ‘62

Mrs. Laura B. Ulmer

Dr. William G. Valleau ‘55

Mr. and Mrs. Calvin R. Van 
Niewaal ‘75

Dr. Lee H. Vensel ‘49

Dr. Charles J. Verderber ‘83, ‘87

Mr. Dee H. Wade ‘74

Col. Jerry F. Wade Ret. ‘60

Mr. Harold L. Wainwright ‘77

Ms. Jayne N. Wakeham ‘74

Mr. Edwin J. Walbourn ‘73, ‘77

Dr. Randall H. Waldron ‘68

Mrs. Jayne M. Waldrop ‘83, ‘86

Mrs. Nancy W. Walton ‘65

Mr. Mark J. Warrell ‘94, ‘99

Dr. John F. Watkins



Catholic Studies receives 

2nd million dollar gift

The Catholic Newman Center at UK has 

pledged $500,000 to create the Newman Foundation 

Research Fund in Catholic Studies in support of the 

Cottrill-Rolfes Chair in Catholic Studies.  The gift will 

be matched by the Commonwealth of Kentucky’s 

Research Challenge Trust Fund.  The Newman 

Center gift is the second million dollar endowment 

created in Catholic Studies in the past year.  UK pedi-

atric cardiologist Dr. Carol Cottrill and her husband, 

Tom Rolfes, a retired religion teacher, established 

the Cottrill-Rolfes Chair in Catholic Studies in early 

2006.

According to Steven Hoch, dean of the 

College of Arts and Sciences, the two new gifts 

for Catholic Studies, together with new and exist-

ing endowments in Judaic Studies created by the 

Zantker Foundation, put UK closer to the establish-

ment of a religious studies department.  Many of 

UK’s benchmark institutions already have religious 

studies departments in place.
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Mrs. Catherine Watterson ‘71

Ms. Nancy A. Weber ‘64

Drs. Roberta ’82, ‘95 and Gerald 
‘84 Webster  

Mrs. Debbie Harrell Wehner ‘84

Dr. Daniel L. Weiner ‘72, ‘73,  ‘76

Mr. John C. Wells Jr. ‘66

Ms. Kelly M. Wesley ‘98 

Ms. Carol S. Wheeler ‘64

Dr. William B. Wheeler ‘68, ‘72

Mrs. Jennifer M. Whelan ‘96

Ms. Sarah B. Whicker ‘63

Dr. Clifford I. Whipple ‘60, ‘64

Mrs. Jo Ann White ‘65

Dr. Stephen E. White ‘69, ‘72, ‘74

Mr. Raymond T. Whitehead ‘74

Mrs. Adalin Wichman ‘44

Dr. Joseph E. Willett ‘67

Dr. and Mrs. Kennedy Williams ‘78

Dr. P. J. Williams ‘91

Mr. Dale E. Willingham ‘60

Mr. Dale T. Wilson ‘70

Mr. Ralph O. Wilson II ‘51

Dr. W. Steven Wilson ‘80

Mrs. Kimberly H. Wixted ‘80

Mrs. Enid Wohlstein ‘94, ‘95

Dr. George C. Wright ‘72, ‘74

Mr. William J. Wunderlin ‘76 

Ms. Michelle D. Wyrick ‘89

Mrs. Sherri S. Young ‘81

Dr. Raymond A. ‘74, ‘76 and Mrs. 
Bobbie Yozwiak

Mr. Christopher L. Zaborowski ‘77

Alexander D. Zekulin, Ph.D. ‘85, ‘93

Dr. David F. Zita ‘82

Bold: Fellows Society Member

Italic: Bequest Society Member

&: Dean’s Circle Member

* : Deceased

(RCTF): Donor’s gift will be matched 
dollar for dollar by the Research 
Challenge Trust Fund program.

Ways to support the  UK 
College of Arts & Sciences
Endowments

Many alumni and friends of the College of Arts & Sciences 

choose to create a lasting legacy by creating or contributing to 

an endowed fund.  An endowment at UK provides perpetual 

funding for a specific program or department in the College be-

cause the initial gift becomes part of the University’s investment 

portfolio.  Only the interest earned is used to support the fund’s 

purpose, which means that the fund will exist in perpetuity.   

Endowed funds can be used to support a wide range of 

purposes, including undergraduate scholarships, graduate fel-

lowships, faculty positions such as professorships and chairs, 

research, special programs and the maintenance of facilities.  

Endowments may be named for the donor and/or individuals 

the donor wishes to honor or memorialize.

Annual Giving

Dean’s Circle:  The newly formed Dean’s Circle leads the 

College’s annual giving effort.  It is comprised of alumni and 

friends who support the College and its departments through 

yearly leadership level gifts. Through annual gifts, the College 

is able to provide scholarships for talented students, fund field 

trip opportunities and support lectures by visiting scholars—all of 

which bring to life textbook and classroom lessons.   

General Gifts:  The strength of annual giving lies in the 

numbers.  Every gift to the College of Arts & Sciences adds to 

the quality of the education our students receive and positively 

impacts the national ranking of the College.  When combined 

with thousands of others, your contribution has real power.  

That is why when we say that “every gift makes a difference,” 

we mean it!  

Thank you for your support! 

Is your name missing?

If your name is not included and you think it should 

be, or if it is included, but not at the level you believe to be 

appropriate, there may be several reasons why:

1. You made a gift either before July 1, 2004 or after 

June 30, 2005.

2. You gave more during this time period than you real-

ize. Check the next giving level for your name.

3. You made a pledge instead of an outright gift.  This 

listing includes only gifts received. 

4. Your contribution was directed toward membership 

in the UK Alumni Association.  Membership dues are not 

tax-deductible and have not been included on this list.

5. We omitted your name in error.  If we have made a 

mistake, please let us know.

6. You made a gift to another UK college, department 

or program.

Questions?  Please contact the College of Arts & 

Sciences Advancement Office at (859) 257-3491, or email 

kaklue2@email.uky.edu
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has helped pave the way for success.  At UK, she 
took advantage of opportunities to participate in 
no fewer than three extensive research projects, in-
cluding her summer work in Haiti and Nepal.  She 
also credits UK mentors Dan Rowland, director of 
the Gaines Center, and former Singletary Professor 
in the Humanities William Freehling with success-
fully coaching her through the Marshall Scholarship 
process.  

She also credits her French degree with giving 
her a leg up when applying for the Carter Center po-
sition.  “This is what’s so exciting, where an Arts & 
Sciences background comes in so handy,” she says.  
“They [the Carter Center staff] think of French as 
something that’s just invaluable,” since few appli-
cants are fluent in French.  

As Kasten looks forward to completing medical 
school and entering a residency program, perhaps in 
emergency medicine, she has nothing but praise for 
her undergraduate experience at UK.

“The training at UK is world-class,” she says. “I 
never felt I was under-prepared.” 

in creativity is nothing original.  It’s simply what 
I learned from living in my mother’s house.  She 
was economically challenged and under-educated, 
but her creativity was her great equalizer.  There 
is no shortage of problems on the earth.  I believe 
that many of them haven’t been solved because we 
haven’t applied our collective creativity toward the 
solutions.”

fondness for her home state.  Her parents, Paul and 
Ella Rae Helton, have moved to Northern Kentucky 
to be closer to family, and she tries to visit them once 
a month or so.  Younger brother Paul (BS, account-
ing, ’86) is involved in the UK Alumni Association’s 
Northern Kentucky/Greater Cincinnati club, and he 
keeps her informed about what is happening at UK.  
She also admits to having more than a passing inter-
est in UK basketball.

Although Helton might wish that the dreams 
UK once had for her were as big as the ones she 
had for herself, she remains a loyal alumna.  She 
is proud of UK’s progress toward its Top 20 goal, 
especially the increased emphasis on research and 
raising academic standards.    

“UK gave me a wonderful start,” she says.  “I’m 
pleased to be a Kentuckian.”
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