
UK Geology
The Early Years



Arthur M. Miller
Professor & First Chair, Department 
of Geology
1892-1917

Science Hall would become Miller Hall



Miller was also the first football coach at UK

1892 record: 2-4-1



Excerpt from 
Geikie’s Outlines 
of Field Geology, 
a textbook used 
by upper level 
“Scientific 
Course” students 
in 1892



1898 Geology Classroom



1900 Geology Classroom



Miller’s 1900 Geology Class



Dr. Arthur Miller and students, 1901



1901



Paleo specimens on display in Miller Hall



1903 Yearbook



“Field work is insisted upon whenever practicable. …. Classes 
are taken on one to several days excursions to study these 
veins and faults—to become familiar with the characteristics 
of the different formations, to collect fossils…”

1903 “Blue and White” Yearbook description of department



1903 Yearbook Prof. Miller 
“Coat of Arms” drawn by 
students; 1906 Yearbook 
poem about Prof. Miller

Some Profs As We See Them

In geology we have Prof. Miller
Who’s considered a great lady killer
His ancestors—don’t rail
Hung from trees by the tail
But didn’t ride in a stink cart like Miller



Undated 
photo of 
field 
excursion



Early Geology display case; the 
same stalactite in the JSB 
today



Undated picture 
of A.M. Miller



1909 Yearbook

The Geological Excursion to the 
Kentucky River, Part One

“Riding through the fertile 
country composed of Lexington 
Limestone, we made our first 
stop at Manchester Spring. Here 
is an intersection of the 
Richmond Road and a change in 
the geological formation, while 
beyond it lay the shales of Eden 
and the furtherance of our 
fondest hopes. The shale which 
forms the transition from mud 
rock to limestone abounds in 
fossils such as Strophometa
maysvillensis, the Rafinesquina, 
and various other brachiopods.”



1909 Yearbook

The Geological Excursion to the 
Kentucky River, Part Two

“On our descent, we discovered 
our first geological disturbance 
of any significance. It was a fault, 
one of the most profound in the 
confines of the Commonwealth.”



Undated image 
from UK 
Archive, 
probably taken 
near Pine 
Mountain



1910 
Yearbook; 
“frog 
hunts”!



Dean A. M. Miller, first Dean of Arts & Sciences

Commencement, 1916



1920: The 
“Shaler
Geologic 
Society” in 
the 
Kentuckian 
Yearbook



1920 Yearbook 
Satiric “ad”



Professor Miller and students, 
1922 excursion to Hinds Cave, KY



Undated, unlabeled photo from UK Archives



Professor Miller field party, no date given



B.S., 1924, B.A., 
1925

Endowed the 
Pirtle fund to 

support 
graduate student 

work in the 
department

George W. Pirtle, first graduate student



1928 
Sigma 
Gamma 
Epsilon, 
about to 
go on a 
field trip 



A.C. McFarlan, faculty and students, 1930



1941 Sigma 
Gamma Epsilon, 
with Prof. 
McFarlan



1943 Sigma Gamma Epsilon and excursion vehicle



1943 Sigma Gamma Epsilon



1946 UK Geology field trip to the Black Hills, 
South Dakota



~1947, Prof. 
McFarlan and 
students



1949 Sigma 
Gamma 
Epsilon



1964 Sigma Gamma Epsilon

Row One: Peter W. Whaley, Secretary/Treasurer; James W. Thornton, Jr., President; William 
B. Turner, Vice President. Row Two: Charles E. Holbrook, Roger B. Head, Jojuk Sumartojo, 
James W. Hazel.



Field vehicles 
over the 
years

1943 Sigma Gamma Epsilon 
Geology Honor Society

1954 Field Course in Colorado

1979 UK Geology “float” in 
Crested Butte, CO 4th of July party

#vanlife: 2017 student selfie 
leaving campus for Colorado

1909 field trip to 
Kentucky River



Dr. James Hudnall, B.S., ‘20 hands out the first 
Hudnall field camp scholarships, 1976



Vivian Hull was 
the Geology 
Librarian, 1963-
1986



1980, In front 
of Bowman



1985 Department Portrait on steps of Bowman



UK Geology
Faculty through the Years



Arthur Miller, Chair, 
1892-1925



Sue Dobyns
McCann, Fellow 
Assistant in 
Zoology, Geology, 
and Entomology, 
1907-1912



A.C. McFarlan, 
Chair, 1925-1966



Vincent Nelson, 
Professor, 1938-
1978



Louise B. Freeman 
Clarkson, 
Instructor, 1941-
1948

Also:
First female UK 
Geology graduate 
student, 1932

Received PhD, 
University of Chicago, 
1940

Founded Case Grande 
Oil Company



William 
MacQuown, 
Professor, 1945-
1947, 1961-1983



William R. (Bill) 
Brown, Professor, 
1946-1984



Irving S. Fisher, 
Professor, 1949-
1985



Lois Campbell, 
Associate Professor, 
1954-1990



Thomas Roberts, 
Professor, 1956-1983



William Dennen, 
Chair, 1967-1975



John Thrailkill, 
Chair, 1976-1980



Nicholas Rast, 
Chair, 1981-1989



William Thomas, 
Chair, 1991-1996, 
2006-2008



UK Geology
Field Camp



Field camp, 1930



Field camp, 1951



Field camp, 
1951



Field 
camp, 
1951



Field 
camp, 
1951



1952 Cement 
Creek field 
camp near 
Walrod Gulch



Field Camp, 1952



Emerald Lake, 1950’s



1954 Field Camp



1966 
Yearbook 
Shot of 
Field Camp



1968 Field Camp



1968 Field Camp



Field Camp, undated



1975, Breakfast during take-down week, Cement Creek



1979 Field 
Campers



1979 UK 
Geology 
“float” in 
Crested 
Butte, CO, 
4th of July 
parade



1979 Field Camp



1979 Field 
geologists 
near top of 
Pt. Lookout



1980 pre-dinner time gathering around campfire at Cement Creek Camp



Mineral collecting 
at West Maroon 
Pass



1999 Field Camp



1999 Field Camp



2003 Field Camp



Dave Moecher on Comb Ridge



Kit Clemons, TA, 
Black Canyon of 
the Gunnison



2005 Field Camp



2009 Field Camp



2013 Field Camp



2015 Field Camp



2017 Field Camp



UK Geology
Current Life in the Department



Graduate students and 
Girl Scouts



Geology Club giving 
away fluorite crystals 
at Yates Elementary 
Science night



Open House for 
undergraduate 

students



EES 150: Earthquakes and Volcanoes, in Memorial Hall



Petrographic Microscope Lab



Historical Geology trip to Maysville, KY; 
working with collected fossils in class



Ig-Met Pet field trip to North Carolina, 9/29-10/1, 2017



2016: Geology of 
Maine field trip, 
supported by the 
Haynes Field Trip 
Fund



Graduation 2017: some of the graduating seniors with Drs. 
Moecher, Fryar, and Freeman



Undergraduate Holly Young, presenting her research at the annual meeting of the 
Geological Society of America, Denver, Fall 2016: Research funded by Alumni 
Undergraduate Research Fellowship, travel to meeting provided by Brown-McFarlan funds



Spring Awards Luncheon, 2017: Winners of Glenn Rice Memorial Tuition Scholarships



And the 2017 winner of the Sigma Gamma Epsilon Tarr Award is… 
Thomas Murrell!



Distinguished alumna Dr. Bridget Scanlon and Board Chair, 
Wendell Overcash



Geophysicist Dr. Keely 
O’Farrell, modelling Earth’s 
mantle



Moecher lab 
graduate students 
and Dunbar High 
School student



New Scanning Electron 
Microscope and 

Brachiopod Fossil



Dave Moecher and grad student Mitchell Clay using the new SEM



Scenes from the ribbon-cutting 

ceremony for the PIONEER

NATURAL RESOURCES

STRATIGRAPHY AND PALEO-
ENVIRONMENTS LABORATORY



Grad students looking at cores in the Pioneer Lab



Graduate student Edward Lo in the Pioneer Lab



Dr. Andrea Erhardt in the Stable Isotope Lab, with graduate students Bailee 
Hodelka and Alex Reis



Summer 2017 
125th

anniversary 
reunion party 
at Cement 
Creek, CO


